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A Kirkus Reviews Best Nonfiction of 2011 title

From a State Department insider, the first account of our blundering efforts to rebuild Iraq—a
shocking and rollicking true-life tale of Americans abroad

Charged with rebuilding Iraq, would you spend taxpayer money on a sports mural in Baghdad's most
dangerous neighborhood to promote reconciliation through art? How about an isolated milk factory that
cannot get its milk to market? Or a pastry class training women to open cafés on bombed-out streets without
water or electricity?

According to Peter Van Buren, we bought all these projects and more in the most expensive hearts-and-
minds campaign since the Marshall Plan. We Meant Well is his eyewitness account of the civilian side of the
surge—that surreal and bollixed attempt to defeat terrorism and win over Iraqis by reconstructing the world
we had just destroyed. Leading a State Department Provincial Reconstruction Team on its quixotic mission,
Van Buren details, with laser-like irony, his yearlong encounter with pointless projects, bureaucratic
fumbling, overwhelmed soldiers, and oblivious administrators secluded in the world's largest embassy, who
fail to realize that you can't rebuild a country without first picking up the trash.

Darkly funny while deadly serious, We Meant Well is a tragicomic voyage of ineptitude and corruption that
leaves its writer—and readers—appalled and disillusioned but wiser.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Shadwick:

The knowledge that you get from We Meant Well: How I Helped Lose the Battle for the Hearts and Minds
of the Iraqi People (American Empire Project) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide
inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but We Meant Well: How I Helped Lose the Battle for the Hearts and Minds of the Iraqi People
(American Empire Project) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this We Meant Well: How I Helped Lose the Battle for the Hearts and Minds of the Iraqi People
(American Empire Project) instantly.

Willard Callahan:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this We Meant Well: How I
Helped Lose the Battle for the Hearts and Minds of the Iraqi People (American Empire Project).

Jimmy Dietz:

We Meant Well: How I Helped Lose the Battle for the Hearts and Minds of the Iraqi People (American
Empire Project) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that
will put every word into delight arrangement in writing We Meant Well: How I Helped Lose the Battle for
the Hearts and Minds of the Iraqi People (American Empire Project) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

David Earnest:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve We Meant Well: How I Helped Lose the Battle for the Hearts and



Minds of the Iraqi People (American Empire Project) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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