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In The Descent of Man Darwin addresses many of the issues raised by his notorious Origin of Species:
finding in the traits and instincts of animals the origins of the mental abilities of humans, of language, of our
social structures and our moral capacities, he attempts to show that there is no clear dividing line between
animals and humans. Most importantly, he accounts for what Victorians called the ‘races’ of mankind by
means of what he calls sexual selection. This book presents a full explanation of Darwin’s ideas about sexual
selection, including his belief that many important characteristics of human beings and animals have
emerged in response to competition for mates.

This was a controversial work. Yet Darwin tried hard to avoid being branded as a radical revolutionary. He is
steeped in Victorian sensibilities regarding gender and cultural differences: he sees human civilization as a
move from barbarous savagery to modern gentlefolk, and women as more emotional and less intellectual
than men, thus providing a biological basis for the social assumptions and prejudices of the day. The Descent
of Man played a major role in the emergence of social Darwinism.

This complete version of the first edition gives the modern reader an unparalleled opportunity to engage
directly with Darwin’s proposals, launched in the midst of continuing controversy over On the Origin of
Species.

Janet Browne is the author of the prize-winning biography, Charles Darwin: Voyaging and Charles Darwin:
The Power of Place.
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Wallin:

This The Descent of Man (Classics of World Literature) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this The Descent of Man (Classics of World Literature) can be
one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
you with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this The Descent of Man (Classics of World Literature) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Bert Ferguson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually The Descent of Man (Classics of World Literature).

Audrey Stockman:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Descent of Man
(Classics of World Literature) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.

Bonnie Parker:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Descent of Man (Classics of
World Literature) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have
than the others?
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