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Sandra Day O'Connor, America's first woman justice, became the axis on which the Supreme Court turned.
She was called the most powerful woman in America, and it was often said that to gauge the direction of
American law, one need look only to O'Connor's vote. Then, just one year short of a quarter century on the
bench, she surprised her colleagues and the nation by announcing her retirement.

Drawing on information from once-private papers of the justices, hundreds of interviews with legal and
political insiders, and the insight gained from nearly two decades of covering the Supreme Court, Joan
Biskupic examines O'Connor's remarkable career, providing an in-depth account of her transformation from
tentative jurist to confident architect of American law. The portrait that emerges is of a complex and
multifaceted woman: lawyer, politician, legislator, and justice, as well as wife, mother, A-list society hostess,
and competitive athlete. To all appearances, she was the polite lady in pearls, handbag on her arm. But in the
back rooms of politics and the law, she was a determined, focused strategist. O'Connor was the feminist who,
rather than rebel against the male-dominated system, worked from within -- and succeeded.

As Biskupic demonstrates, Justice O'Connor became much more than a "first." During her twenty-four-year
tenure, she wrote the decisions on some of the most controversial social battles of our time. O'Connor's tie-
breaking opinions on issues such as abortion rights, affirmative action, the death penalty, and religious
freedom will have a lasting effect far into the future. O'Connor also cast one of the five votes that cut off the
Florida recounts and allowed George W. Bush to take the White House in the 2000 contested presidential
election. With an eye to the American people and a keen sense of public attitudes, she worked behind the
scenes to shape the law and transform the legal standards by which future cases will be decided.

From O'Connor's isolated upbringing on the Lazy B ranch in Arizona through her time as a state legislator to
her rise as a justice -- along the way confronting her own personal challenges and crises, including breast
cancer -- Biskupic presents a vivid, astute depiction of the justice -- and of the woman beneath the black
robe. In so doing, Sandra Day O'Connor also provides an unprecedented look inside the exclusive, famously
secretive High Court.
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From reader reviews:

James Stumbaugh:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Sandra Day
O'Connor suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Sandra
Day O'Connoris a single of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know just
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of
this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Joseph Lewis:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is definitely Sandra Day O'Connor.

Peter Beaton:

Sandra Day O'Connor can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Sandra Day O'Connor although doesn't forget
the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can
be one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Stephen Harvey:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book Sandra Day O'Connor was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time
to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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