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In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, polls revealed that only 20 percent of African Americans believed that
racial equality for blacks would be achieved in their lifetime. But following the election of Barack Obama,
that number leaped to more than half. Did that dramatic shift in opinion really reflect a change in the vitality
of black politics—and hope for improvement in the lives of African Americans? Or was it a onetime surge
brought on by the euphoria of an extraordinary election?

With Not in Our Lifetimes, Michael C. Dawson shows definitively that it is the latter: for all the talk about a
new post-racial America, the fundamental realities of American racism—and the problems facing black
political movements—have not changed. He lays out a nuanced analysis of the persistence of racial
inequality and structural disadvantages, and the ways that whites and blacks continue to see the same
problems—the disastrous response to Katrina being a prime example—through completely different, race-
inflected lenses. In fact, argues Dawson, the new era heralded by Obama’s election ist more racially
complicated, as the widening class gap among African Americans and the hot-button issue of immigration
have the potential to create new fissures for conservative and race-based exploitation. Bringing his account
up to the present with a thoughtful account of the rise of the Tea Parties and the largely successful
"blackening" of the president, Dawson ultimately argues that black politics remains weak—and that
achieving the dream of racial and economic equality will require the sort of coalition-building and reaching
across racial divides that have always marked successful political movements.

Polemical but clear-eyed, passionate but pragmatic, Not in Our Lifetimes will force us to rethink our easy
assumptions about racial progress—and begin the hard work of creating real, lasting change.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Martinez:

The book Not in Our Lifetimes: The Future of Black Politics can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Not
in Our Lifetimes: The Future of Black Politics? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book Not in Our Lifetimes: The Future of Black Politics has simple shape however you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Christina Vallejo:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book Not in Our Lifetimes: The Future of Black Politics it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book features high quality.

Russell Diamond:

Beside this specific Not in Our Lifetimes: The Future of Black Politics in your phone, it can give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Not in Our Lifetimes: The Future of Black Politics because this book offers to
you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from
right now!

Faye Pearson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your



current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Not in Our Lifetimes:
The Future of Black Politics.
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