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Catholicism and Democracy is a history of Catholic political thinking from the French Revolution to the
present day. Emile Perreau-Saussine investigates the church's response to liberal democracy, a political
system for which the church was utterly unprepared.

Looking at leading philosophers and political theologians--among them Joseph de Maistre, Alexis de
Tocqueville, and Charles Péguy--Perreau-Saussine shows how the church redefined its relationship to the
State in the long wake of the French Revolution. Disenfranchised by the fall of the monarchy, the church in
France at first embraced that most conservative of ideologies, "ultramontanism" (an emphasis on the central
role of the papacy). Catholics whose church had lost its national status henceforth looked to the papacy for
spiritual authority. Perreau-Saussine argues that this move paradoxically combined a fundamental
repudiation of the liberal political order with an implicit acknowledgment of one of its core principles, the
autonomy of the church from the state. However, as Perreau-Saussine shows, in the context of twentieth-
century totalitarianism, the Catholic Church retrieved elements of its Gallican heritage and came to embrace
another liberal (and Gallican) principle, the autonomy of the state from the church, for the sake of its
corollary, freedom of religion. Perreau-Saussine concludes that Catholics came to terms with liberal
democracy, though not without abiding concerns about the potential of that system to compromise freedom
of religion in the pursuit of other goals.
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From reader reviews:

Breanne Gardner:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Catholicism and Democracy: An
Essay in the History of Political Thought book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Henry Heath:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer might be Catholicism and Democracy: An Essay in the History of Political Thought
why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.

Maria Green:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Catholicism and Democracy:
An Essay in the History of Political Thought can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Leah Humphries:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just looking for the Catholicism and Democracy: An Essay in the History of Political Thought when you
desired it?
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