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Synopsis: While most scholars focus on the character of Cornelius as a model Gentile, Bonnie Flessen argues
that Cornelius is also a model male figure for Luke's audience. When analyzed closely, the characterization
of Cornelius reveals a multifaceted rhetorical strategy regarding both gender and empire. This strategy lifts
up a rather surprising portrait of an exemplary man who represents the Roman Empire and yet nevertheless
manifests the virtues of submission, piety, and generosity. Flessen also proposes a hermeneutic of
masculinity as a means to exegete Acts and other New Testament texts. This critical lens provides
interpreters with a way of thinking about gender when female characters are absent or sparse. Although
constructs of gender are embedded in texts, interpreters can use recent scholarship on masculinity along with
extrabiblical evidence as tools to excavate the contours of the male figure in antiquity. Endorsement: "A
compelling study about men during the Roman Empire that does not reinforce male dominance and
androcentric reading habits. It skillfully fuses historical-literary methodologies with a hermeneutic of
masculinity and presents Cornelius, the male centurion in Acts 10, as a model man whose 'alternative' way of
being masculine challenged men of the early Christian communities to relinquish androcentric domination,
authority, and power. Of course, this challenge does not merely belong to the first century but has urgent
relevance even today!" -Susanne Scholz Associate Professor of Old Testament Perkins School of Theology
Author Biography: Bonnie J. Flessen is an adjunct instructor at Carthage College in Kenosha, Wisconsin,
and at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Jones:

Here thing why this kind of An Exemplary Man: Cornelius and Characterization in Acts 10 are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is
the content is as tasty as food or not. An Exemplary Man: Cornelius and Characterization in Acts 10 giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that
similar with An Exemplary Man: Cornelius and Characterization in Acts 10. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of An Exemplary Man:
Cornelius and Characterization in Acts 10 in e-book can be your option.

Matthew Segal:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this An Exemplary Man: Cornelius
and Characterization in Acts 10 book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Cheri Whaley:

This An Exemplary Man: Cornelius and Characterization in Acts 10 is great book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having An Exemplary Man: Cornelius and Characterization in Acts 10 in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you
world in ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Melvin Lucero:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve An Exemplary Man: Cornelius and Characterization in Acts 10
was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you



can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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