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Between 1777 and 1816, botanical expeditions crisscrossed the vast Spanish empire in an ambitious project
to survey the flora of much of the Americas, the Caribbean, and the Philippines. While these voyages
produced written texts and compiled collections of specimens, they dedicated an overwhelming proportion of
their resources and energy to the creation of visual materials. European and American naturalists and artists
collaborated to manufacture a staggering total of more than 12,000 botanical illustrations. Yet these images
have remained largely overlooked—until now.

In this lavishly illustrated volume, Daniela Bleichmar gives this archive its due, finding in these botanical
images a window into the worlds of Enlightenment science, visual culture, and empire. Through innovative
interdisciplinary scholarship that bridges the histories of science, visual culture, and the Hispanic world,
Bleichmar uses these images to trace two related histories: the little-known history of scientific expeditions
in the Hispanic Enlightenment and the history of visual evidence in both science and administration in the
early modern Spanish empire. As Bleichmar shows, in the Spanish empire visual epistemology operated not
only in scientific contexts but also as part of an imperial apparatus that had a long-established tradition of
deploying visual evidence for administrative purposes.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Bottoms:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Visible Empire: Botanical Expeditions and Visual Culture in the Hispanic Enlightenment, you
could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a guide.

Mildred Hall:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Visible
Empire: Botanical Expeditions and Visual Culture in the Hispanic Enlightenment.

Marcia Marshall:

Visible Empire: Botanical Expeditions and Visual Culture in the Hispanic Enlightenment can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement
in writing Visible Empire: Botanical Expeditions and Visual Culture in the Hispanic Enlightenment although
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
pondering.

Bruce Davis:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Visible Empire: Botanical Expeditions and Visual
Culture in the Hispanic Enlightenment can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what



these textbooks have than the others?
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