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Violent urban schools loom large in our culture: for decades they have served as the centerpieces of political
campaigns and as window dressing for brutal television shows and movies. Yet unequal access to quality
schools remains the single greatest failing of our society—and one of the most hotly debated issues of our
time. Of all the usual words used to describe non-selective city schools—segregated, unequal, violent—none
comes close to characterizing their systemic dysfunction in high-poverty neighborhoods. The most accurate
word is toxic.

When Bowen Paulle speaks of toxicity, he speaks of educational worlds dominated by intimidation and
anxiety, by ambivalence, degradation, and shame. Based on six years of teaching and research in the South
Bronx and in Southeast Amsterdam, Toxic Schools is the first fully participatory ethnographic study of its
kind and a searing examination of daily life in two radically different settings. What these schools have in
common, however, are not the predictable ideas about race and educational achievement but the tragically
similar habituated stress responses of students forced to endure the experience of constant vulnerability.
From both sides of the Atlantic Ocean, Paulle paints an intimate portrait of how students and teachers
actually cope, in real time, with the chronic stress, peer group dynamics, and subtle power politics of urban
educational spaces in the perpetual shadow of aggression.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Weigel:

This Toxic Schools: High-Poverty Education in New York and Amsterdam (Fieldwork Encounters and
Discoveries) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main
reason of this Toxic Schools: High-Poverty Education in New York and Amsterdam (Fieldwork Encounters
and Discoveries) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Toxic Schools: High-Poverty Education in New York and Amsterdam
(Fieldwork Encounters and Discoveries) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Diana Rush:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. Toxic Schools: High-Poverty Education in New York and Amsterdam (Fieldwork
Encounters and Discoveries) can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short
spare time problems.

Catherine Riddle:

This Toxic Schools: High-Poverty Education in New York and Amsterdam (Fieldwork Encounters and
Discoveries) is new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having
bit of digest in reading this Toxic Schools: High-Poverty Education in New York and Amsterdam (Fieldwork
Encounters and Discoveries) can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book
is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in
the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for.
It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in
addition to knowledge.

Rosemarie Nicoll:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Toxic Schools: High-Poverty Education in



New York and Amsterdam (Fieldwork Encounters and Discoveries) or perhaps others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Toxic Schools: High-
Poverty Education in New York and Amsterdam (Fieldwork Encounters and Discoveries) to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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