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On November 4, 1979, Iranian militants stormed the United States Embassy in Tehran and took sixty-six
Americans captive. Thus began the Iran Hostage Crisis, an affair that captivated the American public for 444
days and marked America's first confrontation with the forces of radical Islam. Using hundreds of recently
declassified government documents, historian David Farber takes the first in-depth look at the hostage crisis,
examining its lessons for America's contemporary War on Terrorism.

Unlike other histories of the subject, Farber's vivid and fast-paced narrative looks beyond the day-to-day
circumstances of the crisis, using the events leading up to the ordeal as a means for understanding it. The
book paints a portrait of the 1970s in the United States as an era of failed expectations in a nation plagued by
uncertainty and anxiety. It reveals an American government ill prepared for the fall of the Shah of Iran and
unable to reckon with the Ayatollah Khomeini and his militant Islamic followers.

Farber's account is filled with fresh insights regarding the central players in the crisis: Khomeini emerges as
an astute strategist, single-mindedly dedicated to creating an Islamic state. The Americans' student-captors
appear as less-than-organized youths, having prepared for only a symbolic sit-in with just a three-day supply
of food. ABC news chief Roone Arledge, newly installed and eager for ratings, is cited as a critical catalyst
in elevating the hostages to cause célèbre status.

Throughout the book there emerge eerie parallels to the current terrorism crisis. Then as now, Farber
demonstrates, politicians failed to grasp the depth of anger that Islamic fundamentalists harbored toward the
United States, and Americans dismissed threats from terrorist groups as the crusades of ineffectual madmen.

Taken Hostage is a timely and revealing history of America's first engagement with terrorism and Islamic
fundamentalism, one that provides a chilling reminder that the past is only prologue.
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From reader reviews:

Homer Anderson:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's
First Encounter with Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America). You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Taken Hostage:
The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with Radical Islam (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Lois Jennings:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Taken Hostage:
The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with Radical Islam (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Kenneth Poor:

Here thing why this particular Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with
Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with Radical
Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage
Crisis and America's First Encounter with Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century
America). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in
the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café,
or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with Radical
Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) in e-book can be your choice.



Lyndsey Lafferty:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's
First Encounter with Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.
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