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Former NBA superstar Allen Iverson was once one of America’s most famous athletes: a trendsetter who
transcended race, celebrity, and pop culture, and emerged from a troubled past to become one of the most
successful and highly compensated athletes in the world. Now, his life and career comes vividly to light in
this hard-hitting biography that examines what drove his successes and failures.

Through extensive research and interviews with those closest to Iverson, acclaimed Washington Post
sportswriter Kent Babb gets behind the familiar, sanitized, and heroic version of Iverson—the hard-charging,
hard-partying athlete who played every game as if it were his last. Babb brings to life a private, loyal, and
often generous Allen Iverson who rarely made the headlines, revealing the back story behind some of
Iverson’s most memorable moments, such as his infamous “Practice” rant, delving even deeper to discover
where Iverson’s demons lurked. He drank too much, stayed out too late, spent more money than most people
could spend in a dozen lifetimes—blowing more than $150 million of his NBA earnings alone. His then wife
Tawanna, seen often as the mild-mannered woman who tamed the bad boy, tried to keep her husband and
family on the rails. But she was no match, as so many others learned on basketball courts, for the force of
nature that Iverson was—jealousy, meanness, and a restlessness eventually wearing down even his biggest
fan, teammate, and, eventually, his most formidable opponent.

Over time, Iverson himself had come to believe his own hype: that he lived in a world where celebrity is
eternal and riches are everlasting. He was about that life even when he was no longer the fastest man on the
court, as endorsement deals and long-term contracts became a thing of the past. Some in his inner circle saw
the writing on the wall and encouraged Iverson to embrace life beyond basketball. But instead, he remained
in denial.

Not a Game is an impeccably researched, sometimes uncomfortable look at the factors that led to the rise and
fall of a basketball superstar. In doing so, it illuminates the dark side of our modern day, multi-billion dollar
sports and entertainment culture in which talented players are disposable and all too often success and
tragedy wear the same number.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Campfield:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Not a Game: The Incredible Rise and Unthinkable Fall of Allen Iverson.

Beth Call:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Not a Game:
The Incredible Rise and Unthinkable Fall of Allen Iverson suitable to you? The particular book was written
by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Not a Game: The Incredible Rise and
Unthinkable Fall of Allen Iversonis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way
of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all
of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Allen Barnett:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Not a Game: The Incredible Rise and
Unthinkable Fall of Allen Iverson guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Not
a Game: The Incredible Rise and Unthinkable Fall of Allen Iverson as good book not only by the cover but
also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jocelyn Lee:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Not a Game: The Incredible Rise and
Unthinkable Fall of Allen Iverson is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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