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'The recent development of lay participation is one of the most significant reforms in Japanese legal history.
This volume makes a strong case for its extension to civil juries and beyond. Powerfully argued, and making
skillful use of comparative evidence, these three leading scholars have produced a volume that will shape the
debate for years to come.'
- Tom Ginsburg, The University of Chicago, Law School, US

'The jury system continues to grow in popularity across the globe, and this book takes us inside the
emergence of civil juries in Japan. The author provides rich detail but also recognizes the limitations of the
current system. Anyone interested in understanding the challenges and promise of adopting new jury systems
can learn much from this careful study, which weaves together historical, legal, and social scientific
analyses.'
- John Gastil, lead author of The Jury and Democracy and Director, McCourtney Institute for Democracy,
Penn State University, US

'This book is a lucid and engaging account of the development and functioning of Japan's system of lay
participation in criminal trials, but equally, and perhaps more important, the authors provide solid
arguments for the expansion of lay participation in Japanese civil disputes, and they outline how such a
system might be developed. The book will also be useful for scholars and practitioners in other Asian
countries interested in developing lay participation in their legal systems.'
- Neil Vidmar, Duke University, School of Law, US

With effective solutions in both criminal and civil disputes at a premium, reformers have advanced varied
forms of jury systems as a means of fostering positive political, economic, and social change. Many
countries have recently integrated lay participation into their justice systems, and this book argues that the
convergence of current forces makes this an ideal time for Japan to expand lay participation into its civil
realm.

This book offers a detailed examination of the historical underpinnings of citizen participation in Japan's
justice system, and analysis of new reforms related to Japan's adoption of its saibanin seido or quasi-jury 'lay
judge system' for serious criminal trials in 2009. Its vivid and groundbreaking research includes an
exploration of civil jury trials held in Okinawa after World War II, discussion of citizen participation and its
potential impact on environmental civil lawsuits after the Fukushima nuclear disaster, and lessons about jury
trials based on the experience of the United States and the recent proliferation of citizen involvement in the
justice system around the world.

This cutting-edge book project will fascinate legal scholars and students as well as practitioners, political
activists, organizations, and policymakers who are interested in citizen participation in Japan and other
countries around the world, as it addresses societal harms perpetrated by the government or other entities,
judicial reforms, democratic movements, and global justice.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Applegate:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Japan and Civil Jury Trials: The
Convergence of Forces that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how
they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you can pick Japan and Civil Jury Trials: The Convergence of Forces become your personal
starter.

Stephanie Dillard:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Japan and Civil Jury Trials: The
Convergence of Forces e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Japan and Civil Jury Trials: The
Convergence of Forces as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that
can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Benjamin Martinez:

This Japan and Civil Jury Trials: The Convergence of Forces is completely new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Japan
and Civil Jury Trials: The Convergence of Forces can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort
for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Douglas Moskowitz:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Japan and Civil Jury Trials: The
Convergence of Forces was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Japan and
Civil Jury Trials: The Convergence of Forces has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best



book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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