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Astrophysicist and space pioneer James Van Allen (1914–2006), for whom the Van Allen radiation belts
were named, was among the principal scientific investigators for twenty-four space missions, including
Explorer I in 1958, the first successful U.S. satellite; Mariner 2’s 1962 flyby of Venus, the first successful
mission to another planet; and the 1970s Pioneer 10 and Pioneer 11 missions that surveyed Jupiter and
Saturn. Although he retired as a University of Iowa professor of physics and astronomy in 1985, he remained
an active researcher, using his campus office to monitor data from Pioneer 10—on course to reach the edge
of the solar system when its signal was lost in 2003—until a short time before his death at the age of ninety-
one. Now Abigail Foerstner blends space science drama, military agendas, cold war politics, and the events
of Van Allen’s lengthy career to create the first biography of this highly influential physicist.

Drawing on Van Allen’s correspondence and publications, years of interviews with him as well as with more
than a hundred other people, and declassified documents from such archives as the Jet Propulsion
Laboratory, the Kennedy Space Center, and the Applied Physics Laboratory, Foerstner describes Van
Allen’s life from his Iowa childhood to his first experiments at White Sands to the years of Explorer I until
his death in 2006.

Often called the father of space science, James Van Allen led the way to mapping a new solar system based
on the solar wind, massive solar storms, and cosmic rays. Pioneer 10 alone sent him more than thirty years
of readings that helped push our recognition of the boundary of the solar system billions of miles past Pluto.
Abigail Foerstner’s compelling biography charts the eventful life and time of this trailblazing physicist.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Best:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed James Van Allen: The First
Eight Billion Miles? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have other opinion?

Danny Johnson:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This James Van Allen: The First Eight Billion
Miles is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Rose Taylor:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you
a lot of new details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you
actually more imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring
one to imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this James Van Allen: The First Eight Billion Miles, you are able to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Cathy Kerby:

The book untitled James Van Allen: The First Eight Billion Miles contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides
you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.
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