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Two centuries ago, Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte was one of the most famous women in America.
Beautiful, scandalous, and outspoken, she had wed Napoleon's brother Jerome, borne his child, and seen the
marriage annulled by the emperor himself. With her notorious behavior, dashing husband, and associations
with European royalty, Elizabeth became one of America's first celebrities during a crucial moment in the
nation's history. At the time of Elizabeth's fame, the United States had only recently gained its independence,
and the character of American society and politics was not yet fully formed. Still concerned that their
republican experiment might fail and that their society might become too much like that of monarchical
Europe, many Americans feared the corrupting influence of European manners and ideas. Elizabeth
Patterson Bonaparte's imperial connections and aristocratic aspirations made her a central figure in these
debates, with many, including members of Congress and the social elites of the day, regarding her as a threat.

Appraising Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte's many identities—celebrity, aristocrat, independent woman,
mother—Charlene M. Boyer Lewis shows how Madame Bonaparte, as she was known, exercised
extraordinary social power at the center of the changing transatlantic world. In spite of the assumed threat
that she posed to the new social and political order, Americans could not help being captivated by Elizabeth's
style, beauty, and wit. She offered an alternative to the republican wife by pursuing a life of aristocratic
dreams in the United States and Europe. Her story reminds us of the fragility of the American experiment in
its infancy and, equally important, of the active role of women in the debates over society and culture in the
early republic.
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From reader reviews:

Lacey Clements:

The knowledge that you get from Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte: An American Aristocrat in the Early
Republic could be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Elizabeth Patterson
Bonaparte: An American Aristocrat in the Early Republic giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read the item
because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having this kind of Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte: An American Aristocrat in the Early
Republic instantly.

Tyrone Knudson:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte: An American Aristocrat in the Early Republic will give you new experience
in examining a book.

Larry Witcher:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
list in your reading list is actually Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte: An American Aristocrat in the Early
Republic. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Mary Muncy:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to
as of book Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte: An American Aristocrat in the Early Republic. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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