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Why do democracies keep lurching from success to failure? The current financial crisis is just the latest
example of how things continue to go wrong, just when it looked like they were going right. In this wide-
ranging, original, and compelling book, David Runciman tells the story of modern democracy through the
history of moments of crisis, from the First World War to the economic crash of 2008.

A global history with a special focus on the United States, The Confidence Trap examines how democracy
survived threats ranging from the Great Depression to the Cuban missile crisis, and from Watergate to the
collapse of Lehman Brothers. It also looks at the confusion and uncertainty created by unexpected victories,
from the defeat of German autocracy in 1918 to the defeat of communism in 1989. Throughout, the book
pays close attention to the politicians and thinkers who grappled with these crises: from Woodrow Wilson,
Nehru, and Adenauer to Fukuyama and Obama.

In The Confidence Trap, David Runciman shows that democracies are good at recovering from emergencies
but bad at avoiding them. The lesson democracies tend to learn from their mistakes is that they can survive
them—and that no crisis is as bad as it seems. Breeding complacency rather than wisdom, crises lead to the
dangerous belief that democracies can muddle through anything—a confidence trap that may lead to a crisis
that is just too big to escape, if it hasn't already. The most serious challenges confronting democracy today
are debt, the war on terror, the rise of China, and climate change. If democracy is to survive them, it must
figure out a way to break the confidence trap.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Archer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Confidence Trap: A History of Democracy in Crisis from World War
I to the Present. Try to stumble through book The Confidence Trap: A History of Democracy in Crisis from
World War I to the Present as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience
in addition to knowledge with this book.

Wendell Darnell:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this The Confidence Trap: A History
of Democracy in Crisis from World War I to the Present to read.

Robert Nobles:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Confidence Trap: A
History of Democracy in Crisis from World War I to the Present that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick The
Confidence Trap: A History of Democracy in Crisis from World War I to the Present become your personal
starter.

Kate Vasquez:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Confidence Trap: A History of
Democracy in Crisis from World War I to the Present is simple to develop you can read it in the playground,
in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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