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Friendships between women and gay men captivated the American media in the opening decade of the 21st
century. John Portmann places this curious phenomenon in its historical context, examining the changing
social attitudes towards gay men in the postwar period and how their relationships with women have been
portrayed in the media.

As women and gay men both struggled toward social equality in the late 20th century, some women
understood that defending gay men – who were often accused of effeminacy – was in their best interest.
Joining forces carried both political and personal implications. Straight women used their influence with men
to prevent bullying and combat homophobia. Beyond the bureaucratic fray, women found themselves in
transformed roles with respect to gay men – as their mothers, sisters, daughters, caregivers, spouses, voters,
employers and best friends. In the midst of social hostility to gay men during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s
and 1990s, a significant number of gay women volunteered to comfort the afflicted and fight reigning sexual
values. Famous women such as Elizabeth Taylor and Barbra Streisand threw their support behind a detested
minority, while countless ordinary women did the same across America. Portmann celebrates not only
women who made the headlines but also those who did not.

Looking at the links between the women's liberation and gay rights movements, and filled with concrete
examples of personal and political relationships between straight women and gay men, Women and Gay Men
in the Postwar Period is an engaging and accessible study which will be of interest to students and scholars
of 20th- and 21st century social and gender history.
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From reader reviews:

June Weiss:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Women and Gay Men in the Postwar Period.

Lena Lewis:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which one you should start with. This Women and Gay Men in the Postwar Period is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Della Ferguson:

Often the book Women and Gay Men in the Postwar Period has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing
this book.

Manuel Rose:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Women and Gay Men in the Postwar Period can give you a
lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Women and Gay Men in the Postwar Period.
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