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On 28 June 1914 the Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand was assassinated in the Balkans. Five fateful weeks
later the Great Powers of Europe were at war.

Much time and ink has been spent ever since trying to identify the 'guilty' person or state responsible, or
alternatively attempting to explain the underlying forces that 'inevitably' led to war in 1914. Unsatisfied with
these explanations, Gordon Martel now goes back to the contemporary diplomatic, military, and political
records to investigate the twists and turns of the crisis afresh, with the aim of establishing just how the
catastrophe really unfurled.

What emerges is the story of a terrible, unnecessary tragedy - one that can be understood only by retracing
the steps taken by those who went down the road to war. With each passing day, we see how the
personalities of leading figures such as Kaiser Wilhelm II, the Emperor Franz Joseph, Tsar Nicholas II, Sir
Edward Grey, and Raymond Poincaré were central to the unfolding crisis, how their hopes and fears
intersected as events unfolded, and how each new decision produced a response that
complicated or escalated matters to the point where they became almost impossible to contain.

Devoting a chapter to each day of the infamous 'July Crisis', this gripping step by step account of the descent
to war makes clear just how little the conflict was in fact premeditated, preordained, or even predictable.
Almost every day it seemed possible that the crisis could be settled as so many had been over the previous
decade; almost every day there was a new suggestion that gave statesmen hope that war could be avoided
without abandoning vital interests.

And yet, as the last month of peace ebbed away, the actions and reactions of the Great Powers disastrously
escalated the situation. So much so that, by the beginning of August, what might have remained a minor
Balkan problem had turned into the cataclysm of the First World War.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Barnett:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important usually. The book The Month that Changed the
World: July 1914 ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve The Month that Changed the World: July 1914
is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book The
Month that Changed the World: July 1914. You never experience lose out for everything should you read
some books.

Dora Vazquez:

This The Month that Changed the World: July 1914 book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. That The Month that Changed the World: July 1914 without we know teach the one who reading it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry The Month that Changed the World:
July 1914 can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can
have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Month that Changed the World: July 1914
having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Kathleen Edwards:

The guide untitled The Month that Changed the World: July 1914 is the e-book that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Month that Changed the World: July 1914 from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Coleen Faircloth:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is The Month that Changed the World: July 1914 this reserve consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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