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"Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness" is perhaps the most famous phrase of all in the American
Declaration of Independence. Thomas Jefferson's momentous words are closely related to the French concept
of "liberté, égalité, fraternityé"; and both ideas incarnate a notion of freedom as inalienable human right that
in the modern world we expect to take for granted. In the ancient world, by contrast, the concepts of freedom
and equality had little purchase. Athenians, Spartans and Romans all possessed slaves or helots (unfree
bondsmen), and society was unequal at every stratum. Why, then, if modern society abominates slavery,
does what antiquity thought about serfdom matter today?

Page duBois shows that slavery, far from being extinct, is alive and well in the contemporary era. Slaves are
associated not just with the Colosseum of ancient Rome, and films depicting ancient slaves, but also with
Californian labor factories and south Asian sweatshops, while young women and children appear
increasingly vulnerable to sexual trafficking. Juxtaposing such modern experiences of bondage (economic or
sexual) with slavery in antiquity, the author explores the writings on the subject of Aristotle, Plautus,
Terence and Aristophanes. She also examines the case of Spartacus, famous leader of a Roman slave
rebellion, and relates ancient notions of liberation to the all-too-common immigrant experience of
enslavement to a globalized world of rampant corporatism and exploitative capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Peacock:

Here thing why this Slavery: Antiquity and Its Legacy (Ancients & Moderns) are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content
is as tasty as food or not. Slavery: Antiquity and Its Legacy (Ancients & Moderns) giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Slavery:
Antiquity and Its Legacy (Ancients & Moderns). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own
eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible
to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Slavery: Antiquity and Its Legacy
(Ancients & Moderns) in e-book can be your alternate.

Jim Martin:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to reading a
e-book. The book Slavery: Antiquity and Its Legacy (Ancients & Moderns) it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses
high quality.

Pamela Watkins:

The book untitled Slavery: Antiquity and Its Legacy (Ancients & Moderns) contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you
in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone,
or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Lashunda McCloud:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This Slavery: Antiquity and Its Legacy
(Ancients & Moderns) is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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