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Diakonia Studies closes the account on John N. Collins's 40 years of involvement in groundbreaking
linguistic research and argumentation concerning the nature and functioning of Christian ministry.

Dispute has swirled around the Greek term diakonia for 50 years. Once seen as enshrining the New
Testament value of loving Christian service-what Jerome Murphy-O'Connor called "one of the dogmas of
New Testament scholarship"-the word was exposed by Dieter Georgi in 1964 as arguably meaning
something quite different. In 1974 John N. Collins published his first paper on the issue, pointing to
inadequacies in Georgi's brief account. Then in 1990 Collins published his exhaustive semantic survey,
Diakonia: Re-interpreting the Ancient Sources. His re-interpretation was variously hailed as "devastating,"
"provocative," "unfashionable," and "a scholarly avalanche whose conclusions are inescapable." Since then,
the book has stood at the center of "the Collins-Debate." Meanwhile Collins's findings have been
incorporated in the authoritative Danker Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament.
 Diakonia Studies examines, in a non-technical way (i.e., without appeal to particulars of Greek), the reasons
why theologians need not only to review cherished readings of leading New Testament passages but also to
reassess what some passages might really be saying about the nature and delivery of ministry. These third-
millennium issues are the matter of the final papers in the volume, reminding churches of the ministry they
have received and of their filed-away commitments to an ecumenically-charged ministry. Among the topics
considered are ordained and lay ministries, the tension between office and charism, and prospects for
deacons when a diakonia of loving service no longer defines their call.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called Diakonia Studies: Critical Issues
in Ministry? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Alan Dean:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Diakonia Studies: Critical Issues in Ministry, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Olivia Cook:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Diakonia Studies: Critical Issues in Ministry can be
the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Otis Key:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just seeking the Diakonia Studies: Critical Issues in Ministry when you necessary
it?
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