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The Ontogeny of Information is a critical intervention into the ongoing and perpetually troubling nature-
nurture debates surrounding human development. Originally published in 1985, this was a foundational text
in what is now the substantial field of developmental systems theory. In this revised edition Susan Oyama
argues compellingly that nature and nurture are not alternative influences on human development but, rather,
developmental products and the developmental processes that produce them.
Information, says Oyama, is thought to reside in molecules, cells, tissues, and the environment. When
something wondrous occurs in the world, we tend to question whether the information guiding the
transformation was pre-encoded in the organism or installed through experience or instruction. Oyama looks
beyond this either-or question to focus on the history of such developments. She shows that what
developmental “information” does depends on what is already in place and what alternatives are available.
She terms this process “constructive interactionism,” whereby each combination of genes and environmental
influences simultaneously interacts to produce a unique result. Ontogeny, then, is the result of dynamic and
complex interactions in multileveled developmental systems.
The Ontogeny of Information challenges specialists in the fields of developmental biology, philosophy of
biology, psychology, and sociology, and even nonspecialists, to reexamine the existing nature-nurture
dichotomy as it relates to the history and formation of organisms.
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From reader reviews:

Randall Yang:

The book The Ontogeny of Information: Developmental Systems and Evolution (Science and Cultural
Theory) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make reading through a book The Ontogeny of Information: Developmental Systems and
Evolution (Science and Cultural Theory) to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start
and read a guide The Ontogeny of Information: Developmental Systems and Evolution (Science and Cultural
Theory). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this publication?

Danielle Rhodes:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Ontogeny of Information: Developmental Systems and Evolution (Science and
Cultural Theory) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving The Ontogeny of Information: Developmental
Systems and Evolution (Science and Cultural Theory) content conveys prospect easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different such as it.
So , do you even now thinking The Ontogeny of Information: Developmental Systems and Evolution
(Science and Cultural Theory) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Daniel Kirk:

Typically the book The Ontogeny of Information: Developmental Systems and Evolution (Science and
Cultural Theory) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Bernard Walker:

You will get this The Ontogeny of Information: Developmental Systems and Evolution (Science and
Cultural Theory) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue
if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get
more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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