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American immigrants are often considered symbols of hope and promise. Presidential candidates point to
their immigrant roots, Ellis Island is celebrated as a national monument, and the melting pot remains a
popular, if somewhat tarnished, American analogy. At the same time, images of impoverished Mexicans
swarming across the Mexican-American border and boatloads of desperate Haitian and Cuban refugees
depict America as a nation under siege. While governments and business interests generally welcome aliens
for the economic benefits they generate, the success of these groups paradoxically stirs distrust and envy,
leading to discrimination, oppression, and, in some cases, eviction.

Surveying the political and economic history of American immigration, Thomas Muller compellingly argues
that the clamor at America's gate should be a cause of pride, not anxiety; a sign of vigor, not an omen of
decline. Illustrating that recent waves of immigration have facilitated urban renewal, Muller emphasizes the
many ways in which aliens have lessened our cities' social problems rather than contributing to them. Los
Angeles, New York, Miami, and San Francisco, traditional gateways to other continents, have all benefited
from the contributions of immigrants.

To assess perceived and actual costs of absorbing the new immigrants, Muller examines their impact on city
income, housing, minority jobs, public services, and wages. But Muller argues that noneconomic concerns
(such as recent attempts to formalize English as the country's official language) frequently mirror deeply-
rooted fears that could explain the cyclical pattern of American attitudes toward immigrants over the last
three centuries. The nation, he contends, may again be turning inward, initiating a period of growing hostility
toward the foreign-born. Nonetheless, higher entry levels for skilled immigrants would improve the
technological standing of the U.S., increase the standard of living for the middle class, and facilitate the
resurgence of our inner cities.
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From reader reviews:

Shane McKeel:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Immigrants and the American City
(Twentieth Century Fund Book) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or ideal book with you?

Robert Carroll:

The book Immigrants and the American City (Twentieth Century Fund Book) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Immigrants and the
American City (Twentieth Century Fund Book)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Immigrants and the American City (Twentieth Century Fund Book) has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Virginia Hughes:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Immigrants and the American City (Twentieth
Century Fund Book) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Immigrants and the American City (Twentieth Century Fund Book) has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.

William McDowell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled
update of news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, fresh and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just seeking the Immigrants and the American City (Twentieth Century Fund Book)
when you desired it?
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