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Chicago River Bridges presents the untold history and development of Chicago's iconic bridges, from the
first wood footbridge built by a tavern owner in 1832 to the fantastic marvels of steel, concrete, and
machinery of today. It is the story of Chicago as seen through its bridges, for it has been the bridges that
proved critical in connecting and reconnecting the people, industry, and neighborhoods of a city that is
constantly remaking itself. In this book, author Patrick T. McBriarty shows how generations of Chicagoans
built (and rebuilt) the thriving city trisected by the Chicago River and linked by its many crossings.
 
This comprehensive guidebook chronicles more than 175 bridges spanning 55 locations along the Main
Channel, South Branch, and North Branch of the Chicago River. With new full-color photography of
existing bridges and more than one hundred black and white images of bridges past, the book unearths the
rich history of Chicago's downtown bridges from the Michigan Avenue Bridge to the often forgotten bridges
that once connected thoroughfares such as Rush, Erie, Taylor, and Polk Streets.
 
Throughout, McBriarty delivers new research into the bridges' architectural designs, engineering
innovations, and their impact on Chicagoans' daily lives, explaining how the dominance of the "Chicago-
style" bascule drawbridge influenced the style and mechanics of bridges worldwide. Interspersed throughout
are the human dramas that played out on and around the bridges, such as the floods of 1849 and 1992, the
cattle crossing collapse of the Rush Street Bridge, or Vincent "The Schemer" Drucci's Michigan Avenue
Bridge jump. A confluence of Chicago history, urban design, and engineering lore, Chicago River Bridges
illustrates Chicago's significant contribution to drawbridge innovation and the city's emergence as the
drawbridge capital of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Llamas:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic
as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Chicago River Bridges why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Robert Schrader:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you is Chicago River Bridges this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world
now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This
is why this book acceptable all of you.

Martin Williams:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's soul or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Chicago River Bridges can make you feel more interested to
read.

Josephine Draughn:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for the
Chicago River Bridges when you necessary it?
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