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A bestselling linguist takes us on a lively tour of how the English language is evolving before our eyes --
and why we should embrace this transformation and not fight it

Language is always changing -- but we tend not to like it. We understand that new words must be created for
new things, but the way English is spoken today rubs many of us the wrong way. Whether it’s the use of
literally to mean “figuratively” rather than “by the letter,” or the way young people use LOL and like, or
business jargon like What’s the ask? -- it often seems as if the language is deteriorating before our eyes.

But the truth is different and a lot less scary, as John McWhorter shows in this delightful and eye-opening
exploration of how English has always been in motion and continues to evolve today. Drawing examples
from everyday life and employing a generous helping of humor, he shows that these shifts are a natural
process common to all languages, and that we should embrace and appreciate these changes, not condemn
them.

Words on the Move opens our eyes to the surprising backstories to the words and expressions we use every
day. Did you know that silly once meant “blessed”? Or that ought was the original past tense of owe? Or that
the suffix -ly in adverbs is actually a remnant of the word like? And have you ever wondered why some
people from New Orleans sound as if they come from Brooklyn?

McWhorter encourages us to marvel at the dynamism and resilience of the English language, and his book
offers a lively journey through which we discover that words are ever on the move and our lives are all the
richer for it.
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From reader reviews:

Noel Stevens:

The actual book Words on the Move: Why English Won't -- and Can't -- Sit Still (Like, Literally) has a lot
info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Laverne Dunbar:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Words on the Move: Why English
Won't -- and Can't -- Sit Still (Like, Literally) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.

Helen Hanson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Words on the Move:
Why English Won't -- and Can't -- Sit Still (Like, Literally) or even others sources were given expertise for
you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
other case, beside science book, any other book likes Words on the Move: Why English Won't -- and Can't --
Sit Still (Like, Literally) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Daryl Sanders:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Words on the Move: Why English
Won't -- and Can't -- Sit Still (Like, Literally).
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