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The cardinal role of Anglo-Saxon libraries in the transmission of classical and patristic literature to the later
middle ages has long been recognized, for these libraries sustained the researches of those English scholars
whose writings determined the curriculum of medieval schools: Aldhelm, Bede, and Alcuin, to name only
the best known. Yet this is the first full-length account of the nature and holdings of Anglo-Saxon libraries
from the sixth century to the eleventh.

The early chapters discuss libraries in antiquity, notably at Alexandria and republican and imperial Rome,
and also the Christian libraries of late antiquity which supplied books to Anglo-Saxon England. Because
Anglo-Saxon libraries themselves have almost completely vanished, three classes of evidence need to be
combined in order to form a detailed impression of their holdings: surviving inventories, surviving
manuscripts, and citations of classical and patristic works by Anglo-Saxon authors themselves.

After setting out the problems entailed in using such evidence, the book provides appendices containing
editions of all surviving Anglo-Saxon inventories, lists of all Anglo-Saxon manuscripts exported to
continental libraries during the eighth century and then all manuscripts re-imported into England in the tenth,
as well as a catalogue of all citations of classical and patristic literature by Anglo-Saxon authors.

A comprehensive index, arranged alphabetically by author, combines these various classes of evidence so
that the reader can see at a glance what books were known where and by whom in Anglo-Saxon England.
The book thus provides, within a single volume, a vast amount of information on the books and learning of
the schools which determined the course of medieval literary culture.
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From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Anglo-
Saxon Library is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Mamie Shaw:

This book untitled The Anglo-Saxon Library to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here
is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone.
So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Macie Austin:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Anglo-Saxon
Library, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Peggy Dunn:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book The Anglo-Saxon Library we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To
be creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always
be doubt to change your life by this book The Anglo-Saxon Library. You can more pleasing than now.
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