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Imagining Interest in Political Thought argues that monistic interest—or the shaping and coordination of
different pursuits through imagined economies of self and public interest—constitutes the end and means of
contemporary liberal government. The paradigmatic theorist of monistic interest is the English political
philosopher Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832), whose concept of utilitarianism calls for maximization of
pleasure by both individuals and the state. Stephen G. Engelmann contends that commentators have too
quickly dismissed Bentham’s philosophy as a crude materialism with antiliberal tendencies. He places
Benthamite utilitarianism at the center of his account and, in so doing, reclaims Bentham for liberal political
theory.

Tracing the development of monistic interest from its origins in Reformation political theory and theology
through late-twentieth-century neoliberalism, Engelmann reconceptualizes the history of liberalism as
consisting of phasesin the history of monistic interest or economic government. He describes how monistic
interest, as formulated by Bentham, is made up of the individual’ s imagined expectations, which are
constructed by the very regime that maximizes them. He asserts that this construction of interests is not the
work of a self-serving manipulative state. Rather, the state, which isitself subject to strict economic
regulation, isonly one cluster of myriad "public" and "private" agencies that produce and coordinate
expectations. In place of aliberal vision in which government appears only as a protector of the free pursuit
of interest, Engelmann posits that the free pursuit of interest isitself a mode of government, one that deploys
individual imagination and choice asits agents.
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From reader reviews:
Marilyn Apper son:

The book Imagining Interest in Political Thought: Origins of Economic Rationality gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at
abook Imagining Interest in Political Thought: Origins of Economic Rationality for being your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It
is possible to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Imagining Interest in Political Thought:
Origins of Economic Rationality. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Dorothy Tran:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students since they're still students or the item for all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Imagining Interest in Political
Thought: Origins of Economic Rationality. All type of book can you see on many methods. Y ou can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Jesse Ward:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for awhile isreading. Yes,
by reading areserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Imagining Interest in Political Thought: Origins
of Economic Rationality book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Brandy Felts:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Imagining Interest in Political Thought: Origins
of Economic Rationality was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Imagining Interest in Political Thought: Origins of Economic Rationality has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that
you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you
feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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