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In Death or Liberty, Douglas R. Egerton offers a sweeping chronicle of African American history stretching
from Britain's 1763 victory in the Seven Years' War to the election of slaveholder Thomas Jefferson as
president in 1800.
While American slavery is usually identified with the cotton plantations, Egerton shows that on the eve of
the Revolution it encompassed everything from wading in the South Carolina rice fields to carting goods
around Manhattan to serving the households of Boston's elite. More important, he recaptures the drama of
slaves, freed blacks, and white reformers fighting to make the young nation fulfill its republican slogans.
Although this struggle often unfolded in the corridors of power, Egerton pays special attention to what black
Americans did for themselves in these decades, and his narrative brims with compelling portraits of forgotten
figures such as Quok Walker, a Massachusetts runaway who took his master to court and thereby helped end
slavery in that state; Absalom Jones, a Delaware house slave who bought his freedom and later formed the
Free African Society; and Gabriel, a young Virginia artisan who was hanged for plotting to seize Richmond
and hold James Monroe hostage. Egerton argues that the Founders lacked the courage to move decisively
against slavery despite the real possibility of peaceful, if gradual, emancipation. Battling ouge odds, African
American activists and rebels succeeded in finding liberty--if never equality--only in northern states.
Canvassing every colony and state, as well as incorporating the wider Atlantic world, Death or Liberty offers
a lively and comprehensive account of black Americans and the Revolutionary era in America.
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From reader reviews:

Angelita Estes:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Death or
Liberty: African Americans and Revolutionary America? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Lee Parkin:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Death or
Liberty: African Americans and Revolutionary America. All type of book is it possible to see on many
options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Henry Taylor:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Death
or Liberty: African Americans and Revolutionary America suitable to you? The actual book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Death or Liberty: African Americans and Revolutionary
Americais the main one of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world in this particular book.

Bruce Smith:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Death or Liberty: African Americans and
Revolutionary America or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science
book, any other book likes Death or Liberty: African Americans and Revolutionary America to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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