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General stores are essential to the image of a colonial village. Many historians, however, still base their
stories of settlement on the notion of rural self-sufficiency, begging the question: if general stores were so
common, who were their customers?

To answer this, Consumers in the Bush draws on the account books of country stores, rich evidence that has
rarely been used. Douglas McCalla considers more than 30,000 transactions on the accounts of 750 families
at seven Upper Canadian stores between 1808 and 1861. These customers were typical of rural society -
farmers, artisans, labourers, and often women. At village stores they found a wide variety of products, most
imported from Britain, a few from the United States, and a surprising number that were produced locally.
Three chapters focus on the major product categories of dry goods, groceries, and hardware; a fourth
considers local products, and a fifth addresses a variety of items - from household goods to footwear to
school books. In telling us about the goods colonists bought, this book explores what they were used for and
the stories they allow us to tell about rural lives and experience.

By seeing rural Upper Canadians as consumers, Consumers in the Bush reveals them as full participants in
the rapidly changing nineteenth-century global world of goods.
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From reader reviews:

Janie Ross:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally
but the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Consumers in
the Bush: Shopping in Rural Upper Canada (McGill-Queen's Rural, Wildland, and Resource Studies Series)
is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

William Phillips:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Consumers in the Bush: Shopping in Rural
Upper Canada (McGill-Queen's Rural, Wildland, and Resource Studies Series) book since this book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in
it everbody knows.

Christopher Cunningham:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Consumers in the Bush: Shopping in Rural
Upper Canada (McGill-Queen's Rural, Wildland, and Resource Studies Series) guide written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger
then you still uncertainty Consumers in the Bush: Shopping in Rural Upper Canada (McGill-Queen's Rural,
Wildland, and Resource Studies Series) as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This
is one publication that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to one more sixth sense.

Gene Green:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, as well as soon. The Consumers in the Bush: Shopping in Rural Upper Canada (McGill-



Queen's Rural, Wildland, and Resource Studies Series) offer you a new experience in looking at a book.
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