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The First Space Race reveals the inside story of an epic adventure with world-altering stakes. From 1955 to
1958, American and Soviet engineers battled to capture the world’s imagination by successfully launching
the world’s first satellite. The race to orbit featured two American teams led by rival services—the Army and
the Navy—and a Soviet effort so secret that few even knew it existed. This race ushered in the Space Age
with a saga of science, politics, technology, engineering, and human dreams.

Before 1955, the concept of an artificial satellite had been demonstrated only on paper. The first nation to
transform theory into practice would gain advantages in science, the Cold War propaganda contest, and the
military balance of power. Visionaries such as America’s Wernher von Braun and Russia’s Sergey Korolev
knew these fields of endeavor would be affected by the launch of a satellite. Moved by patriotism,
inquisitiveness, and pride, people on both sides of the Iron Curtain put forth heroic efforts to make that first
satellite possible.

Some aspects of this story, like the Navy’s NOTSNIK satellite project, are almost unknown. Even some
details of well-known programs, such as the appearance of America’s pioneering Explorer 1 satellite and the
contributions made by its rival, Project Vanguard, are generally misremembered. In this book, authors Matt
Bille and Erika Lishock tell the whole story of the first space race. They trace the tale from the origins of
spaceflight theory and through the military and political events that engendered the all-out efforts needed to
turn dreams into reality and thus shape the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Adair:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The First
Space Race: Launching the World’s First Satellites (Centennial of Flight Series) suitable to you? Often the
book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled The First Space Race: Launching the
World’s First Satellites (Centennial of Flight Series)is a single of several books which everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Lois Jennings:

Often the book The First Space Race: Launching the World’s First Satellites (Centennial of Flight Series)
has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Kermit Moors:

This The First Space Race: Launching the World’s First Satellites (Centennial of Flight Series) is great book
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have
to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can
state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The First Space Race: Launching the World’s First Satellites (Centennial of
Flight Series) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this
reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Kevin Pennell:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on the
bed? Do you need something new? This The First Space Race: Launching the World’s First Satellites
(Centennial of Flight Series) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?
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