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This collection of parables written by Issai Chozanshi, an eighteenth-century samurai, is a classic of martial
arts literature. The tales are concerned with themes such as perception of conflict, self-transformation, the
cultivation of chi (life energy), and understanding yin and yang. These parables seem light and fanciful, but
they offer the reader valuable lessons on the fundamental principles of the martial arts. This version,
translated by William Scott Wilson, is the first direct translation from the original into English and he
captures the tone and essence of the text while also making it accessible and meaningful for a contemporary
audience.

The "demon" in the title story refers to the mythical tengu, who guard the secrets of swordsmanship. A
swordsman travels to Tengu Mountain and in a series of conversations he learns about mushin (no-mind),
strategy, the transformation of chi, and how the path of the sword leads to the understanding of life itself.
Some of the fables in the collection--such as "The Mysterious Technique of the Cat"—are iconic.

Chozanshi's deep understanding of Taoism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Shinto, as well as his insight into
the central role of chi in the universe, are succinctly explained in William Scott Wilson's fine introduction
and extensive endnotes. This is essential reading for anyone who wants to truly understand the philosophical
underpinnings of martial arts, and how these principles relate to our existence.
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From reader reviews:

Scottie Hicks:

The publication untitled The Demon's Sermon on the Martial Arts: And Other Tales is the publication that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Demon's Sermon on the Martial
Arts: And Other Tales from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Gerald Stewart:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Demon's Sermon on the Martial
Arts: And Other Tales that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Demon's Sermon on the Martial Arts: And Other Tales
become your own starter.

Michael Griffin:

This The Demon's Sermon on the Martial Arts: And Other Tales is great reserve for you because the content
which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
The Demon's Sermon on the Martial Arts: And Other Tales in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small
right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt this?

Mark Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The Demon's



Sermon on the Martial Arts: And Other Tales.
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