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Northern sympathizer in the Confederate capital, daring spymaster, postwar politician: Elizabeth Van Lew
was one of the most remarkable figures in American history, a woman who defied the conventions of the
nineteenth-century South. In Southern Lady, Yankee Spy, historian Elizabeth Varon provides a gripping,
richly researched account of the woman who led what one historian called the most productive espionage
operation of the Civil War. Under the nose of the Confederate government, Van Lew ran a spy ring that
gathered intelligence, hampered the Southern war effort, and helped scores of Union soldiers to escape from
Richmond prisons. Varon describes a woman who was very much a product of her time and place, yet
continually took controversial stands--from her early efforts to free her familys slaves, to her daring wartime
activities and beyond. Varons powerful biography brings Van Lew to life, showing how she used the
stereotypes of the day to confound Confederate authorities (who suspected her, but could not believe a
proper Southern lady could be a spy), even as she brought together Union sympathizers at all levels of
society, from slaves to slaveholders. After the war, a grateful President Ulysses S. Grant named her
postmaster of Richmond--a remarkable break with custom for this politically influential post. But her
Unionism, Republican politics, and outspoken support of racial justice earned her a lifetime of scorn in the
former Confederate capital. Even today, Elizabeth Van Lew remains a controversial figure in her beloved
Richmond, remembered as the Crazy Bet of Lost Cause propaganda. Elizabeth Varons account rescues her
from both derision and oblivion, depicting an intelligent, resourceful, highly principled woman who
remained, as she saw it, true to her country to the end.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Mentzer:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Southern Lady, Yankee Spy: The True Story of
Elizabeth Van Lew, a Union Agent in the Heart of the Confederacy, you may enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Curtis Tyson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Southern Lady, Yankee Spy: The
True Story of Elizabeth Van Lew, a Union Agent in the Heart of the Confederacy guide written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still hesitation Southern Lady, Yankee Spy: The True Story of Elizabeth Van Lew, a Union
Agent in the Heart of the Confederacy as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content.
This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
yet another sixth sense.

Donald Spada:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This particular Southern Lady, Yankee Spy: The True Story of Elizabeth
Van Lew, a Union Agent in the Heart of the Confederacy can give you a lot of close friends because by you
investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly
your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Southern Lady, Yankee Spy: The True Story of Elizabeth Van Lew, a Union Agent in the Heart of the
Confederacy.

Alice Concannon:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
From the book Southern Lady, Yankee Spy: The True Story of Elizabeth Van Lew, a Union Agent in the
Heart of the Confederacy we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative



person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life at this book Southern Lady, Yankee Spy: The True Story of Elizabeth Van Lew, a Union Agent in
the Heart of the Confederacy. You can more pleasing than now.
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