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An in-depth look at the challenges undocumented immigrants face as they raise children in the U.S.

There are now nearly four million children born in the United States who have undocumented immigrant
parents. In the current debates around immigration reform, policymakers often view immigrants as an
economic or labor market problem to be solved, but the issue has a very real human dimension. Immigrant
parents without legal status are raising their citizen children under stressful work and financial conditions,
with the constant threat of discovery and deportation that may narrow social contacts and limit participation
in public programs that might benefit their children. Immigrants Raising Citizens offers a compelling
description of the everyday experiences of these parents, their very young children, and the consequences
these experiences have on their children’s development.

Immigrants Raising Citizens challenges conventional wisdom about undocumented immigrants, viewing
them not as lawbreakers or victims, but as the parents of citizens whose adult productivity will be essential to
the nation’s future. The book’s findings are based on data from a three-year study of 380 infants from
Dominican, Mexican, Chinese, and African American families, which included in-depth interviews, in-home
child assessments, and parent surveys. The book shows that undocumented parents share three sets of
experiences that distinguish them from legal-status parents and may adversely influence their children’s
development: avoidance of programs and authorities, isolated social networks, and poor work conditions.
Fearing deportation, undocumented parents often avoid accessing valuable resources that could help their
children’s development—such as access to public programs and agencies providing child care and food
subsidies. At the same time, many of these parents are forced to interact with illegal entities such as
smugglers or loan sharks out of financial necessity. Undocumented immigrants also tend to have fewer
reliable social ties to assist with child care or share information on child-rearing. Compared to legal-status
parents, undocumented parents experience significantly more exploitive work conditions, including long
hours, inadequate pay and raises, few job benefits, and limited autonomy in job duties. These conditions can
result in ongoing parental stress, economic hardship, and avoidance of center-based child care—which is
directly correlated with early skill development in children. The result is poorly developed cognitive skills,
recognizable in children as young as two years old, which can negatively impact their future school
performance and, eventually, their job prospects.

Immigrants Raising Citizens has important implications for immigration policy, labor law enforcement, and
the structure of community services for immigrant families. In addition to low income and educational
levels, undocumented parents experience hardships due to their status that have potentially lifelong
consequences for their children. With nothing less than the future contributions of these children at stake, the
book presents a rigorous and sobering argument that the price for ignoring this reality may be too high to



pay.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Burroughs:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know which you should start with. This Immigrants Raising Citizens: Undocumented Parents and
Their Children is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Percy Cole:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Immigrants Raising Citizens: Undocumented Parents and Their Children.

Frederick Avelar:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually Immigrants Raising Citizens: Undocumented Parents and Their Children.

Denise Zimmerman:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Immigrants Raising Citizens:
Undocumented Parents and Their Children, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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