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Robert Allen's compelling book examines burlesque not only as popular entertainment but also as a complex
and transforming cultural phenomenon. When Lydia Thompson and her controversial female troupe of
"British Blondes" brought modern burlesque to the United States in 1868, the result was electric. Their
impertinent humor, streetwise manner, and provocative parodies of masculinity brought them enormous
popular success--and the condemnation of critics, cultural commentators, and even women's rights
campaigners.
Burlesque was a cultural threat, Allen argues, because it inverted the "normal" world of middle-class social
relations and transgressed norms of "proper" feminine behavior and appearance. Initially playing to
respectable middle-class audiences, burlesque was quickly relegated to the shadow-world of working-class
male leisure. In this process the burlesque performer "lost" her voice, as burlesque increasingly revolved
around the display of her body.
Locating burlesque within the context of both the social transformation of American theater and its patterns
of gender representation, Allen concludes that burlesque represents a fascinating example of the potential
transgressiveness of popular entertainment forms, as well as the strategies by which they have been
contained and their threats defused.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cotner:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and
American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) book as beginning and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Patricia Cockrell:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of
them is this Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States).

Hattie Adkins:

This Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) is great
publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and
still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word
or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the
United States) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Tiffany Hernandez:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and
American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) or others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was



created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge.
In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and American
Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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