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Based on extensive fieldwork in schools and communities in St. Louis and Atlanta,Troubling the
Waterscaptures the experiences of today’s African American families like no other book. Reframing the
debates around urban schooling, Jerome Morris offers an empirically based, research foundation for a new
scholarly movement in African American’s quest for quality schooling. In this contemporary critique, Morris
counters the views by neoconservatives that racism no longer exists, while simultaneously offering a
poignant analysis of the “desegregation-only”paradigm towards achievingBrown’spromises. Essential
reading for educators, scholars, and policymakers who are deeply committed to improving the education of
Black children, this timely book:

Situates African Americans’ pursuit of quality education outside the traditional liberal versus conservative●

dichotomy.
Revisits the role of African American culture, identity, and institutions in the educational achievement of●

Black children today.
Discusses organizational characteristics within schools that constrain or support African American●

students’ educational experiences and outcomes.
Examines the implications for urban education and school reform.●

Jerome E. Morrisis an associate professor in the College of Education, and director of the “Race, Class,
Place and Outcomes Research Group” at the Institute for Behavioral Research at The University of Georgia.

“In an ‘either-or’ world of structural versus symbolic, liberal versus conservative, and segregated versus
desegregated, Jerome Morris elucidates a ‘third way’ approach to analyzing the plight of African Americans
as they seek educational opportunities to enhance their lives. This multisite study of resilience, agency, and
community provides a vision reminiscent of the African tradition of Sankofa —to return to the root in order
to move forward.”

—Gloria Ladson-Billings, University of Wisconsin-Madison

"Perhaps the most important contribution of this welcome book is the way it refocuses our attention on the
character of high-achieving schools for urban African American children. It is an impressive addition to a
growing body of work attesting to the particular power of social capital in the lives of poor children."



—Charles M. Payne, The University of Chicago

“Troubling the Waterscomes at a time when society is demanding of urban schools massive improvements
even as it is systematically abandoning these very institutions. This book will become required reading for
those who seek insights into achieving the one Great Ideal, as Du Bois put it—the abolition of the color
line.”

—Garrett AlbertDuncan, Washington University, St. Louis

“While color-blind conservatives dismiss the significance of race, and race-conscious liberals pursue
desegregation remedies within narrower legal parameters, Morris's timely ethnographic study reflects the
wisdom of W.E.B. Du Bois: ‘The Negro needs neither segregated nor mixed schools. What he needs is
education.’”

—Jack Dougherty, Trinity College
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From reader reviews:

Pearl Minjares:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for us. The book Troubling the Waters: Fulfilling the Promise of Quality Public Schooling
for Black Children has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Troubling the Waters: Fulfilling the Promise of
Quality Public Schooling for Black Children is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship with all the book Troubling the Waters: Fulfilling the Promise of Quality
Public Schooling for Black Children. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Laurie Cales:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Troubling the Waters: Fulfilling the Promise
of Quality Public Schooling for Black Children is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Jessica Palmer:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of
book Troubling the Waters: Fulfilling the Promise of Quality Public Schooling for Black Children. You can
add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.

William Culley:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Troubling the Waters: Fulfilling the
Promise of Quality Public Schooling for Black Children to make your reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for
you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the book Troubling the Waters: Fulfilling the
Promise of Quality Public Schooling for Black Children can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense



alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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