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In December 1974, a front-page story in the New York Times revealed the explosive details of illegal
domestic spying by the Central Intelligence Agency. This included political surveillance, eavesdropping,
detention, and interrogation. The revelation of illegal activities over many years shocked the American
public and led to investigations of the CIA by a presidential commission and committees in both houses of
Congress, which found evidence of more abuse, even CIA plans for assassinations. Investigators and the
public soon discovered that the CIA abuses were described in a top-secret document agency insiders dubbed
the "Family Jewels." That document became ground zero for a political firestorm that lasted more than a
year. The "Family Jewels" debacle ultimately brought about greater congressional oversight of the CIA, but
excesses such as those uncovered in the 1970s continue to come to light.

The Family Jewels probes the deepest secrets of the CIA and its attempts to avoid scrutiny. John Prados
recounts the secret operations that constituted "Jewels" and investigators' pursuit of the truth, plus the
strenuous efforts—by the agency, the executive branch, and even presidents—to evade accountability.
Prados reveals how Vice President Richard Cheney played a leading role in intelligence abuses and
demonstrates that every type of "Jewel" has been replicated since, especially during the post-9/11 war on
terror. The Family Jewels masterfully illuminates why these abuses are endemic to spying, shows that proper
relationships are vital to control of intelligence, and advocates a system for handling "Family Jewels" crises
in a democratic society.

With a new epilogue that discusses former CIA employee Edward Snowden's revelation of massive covert
surveillance by the NSA, this powerful accounting of intelligence abuses committed by the CIA from the
Cold War through the war on terror reveals why such abuses and attempts to conceal them are endemic to
spying and proposes how a democratic nation can rein in its spymasters.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Feist:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Family Jewels: The CIA, Secrecy, and Presidential Power
(Discovering America). Try to make the book The Family Jewels: The CIA, Secrecy, and Presidential Power
(Discovering America) as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Erna Taylor:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book The Family Jewels: The CIA,
Secrecy, and Presidential Power (Discovering America). All type of book is it possible to see on many
options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Edith Macklin:

This The Family Jewels: The CIA, Secrecy, and Presidential Power (Discovering America) is great reserve
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can
claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having The Family Jewels: The CIA, Secrecy, and Presidential Power (Discovering
America) in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Jesus Thresher:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the The Family Jewels: The CIA, Secrecy, and Presidential Power (Discovering



America) when you desired it?
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