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For fans of The Astronaut Wives Club, The Mercury 13 reveals the little-known true story of the remarkable
women who trained for NASA space flight.

In 1961, just as NASA launched its first man into space, a group of women underwent secret testing in the
hopes of becoming America's first female astronauts. They passed the same battery of tests at the legendary
Lovelace Foundation as did the Mercury 7 astronauts, but they were summarily dismissed by the boys' club
at NASA and on Capitol Hill. The USSR sent its first woman into space in 1963; the United States did not
follow suit for another 20 years.

For the first time, Martha Ackmann tells the story of the dramatic events surrounding these 13 remarkable
women, all crackerjack pilots and patriots who sometimes sacrificed jobs and marriages for a chance to
participate in America's space race against the Soviet Union. In addition to talking extensively to these
women, Ackmann interviewed Chuck Yeager, John Glenn, Scott Carpenter, and others at NASA and in the
White House with firsthand knowledge of the program. Despite the crushing disappointment of watching
their dreams being derailed, the Mercury 13 went on to extraordinary achievement in their lives: Jerrie Cobb,
who began flying when she was so small she had to sit on pillows to see out of the cockpit, dedicated her life
to flying solo missions to the Amazon rain forest; Wally Funk, who talked her way into the Lovelace trials,
went on to become one of the first female FAA investigators; Janey Hart, mother of eight and, at age 40, the
oldest astronaut candidate, had the political savvy to steer the women through congressional hearings and
later helped found the National Organization for Women. A provocative tribute to these extraordinary
women, The Mercury 13 is an unforgettable story of determination, resilience, and inextinguishable hope.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Thompson:

This The Mercury 13: The True Story of Thirteen Women and the Dream of Space Flight usually are reliable
for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Mercury 13:
The True Story of Thirteen Women and the Dream of Space Flight can be one of many great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with
information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The
Mercury 13: The True Story of Thirteen Women and the Dream of Space Flight forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Frances Wiggins:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this The Mercury
13: The True Story of Thirteen Women and the Dream of Space Flight.

Linda Thomas:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer could be The Mercury 13: The True Story of Thirteen Women and the Dream of Space
Flight why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Marian Carson:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Mercury 13: The True Story of
Thirteen Women and the Dream of Space Flight is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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