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The pioneering work of Johann Winckelmann (1717-1768) identified a homoerotic appreciation of male
beauty in classical Greek sculpture, a fascination that had endured in Western art since the Greeks. After
Winckelmann, however, sometimes the value (even the possibility) of queer beauty in art was denied.
Several theorists after Winckelmann, notably the philosopher Immanuel Kant, broke sexual attraction and
aesthetic appreciation into separate or dueling domains. In turn, sexual desire and aesthetic pleasure
conceived as discrete categories had to be profoundly rethought by later writers.

Davis argues that these disjunct domains could be rejoined by such innovative thinkers as John Addington
Symonds, Michel Foucault, and Richard Wollheim, who reclaimed earlier insights about the mutual
implication of sexuality and aesthetics. Addressing texts by Arthur Schopenhauer, Charles Darwin, Oscar
Wilde, Vernon Lee, and Sigmund Freud, among many others, Davis criticizes modern approaches, such as
Kantian idealism, Darwinism, psychoanalysis, and analytic aesthetics, for either reducing aesthetics to a
question of sexuality or for removing sexuality from the aesthetic field altogether. Despite these schematic
reductions, sexuality always returns to aesthetics, and aesthetic considerations always recur in sexuality.
Davis particularly shows that formal philosophies of art since the late-eighteenth century have had to respond
to nonstandard sexuality, especially homoeroticism, and that theories of nonstandard sexuality have drawn
on aesthetics in significant ways.

Many of the most imaginative and penetrating critics wrestled productively, though often inconclusively and
"against themselves," with the aesthetic making of new forms of sexual life and new forms of art made from
reconstituted sexualities. Through a critique that confronts history, philosophy, science, psychology, and
dominant theories of art and sexuality, Davis challenges privileged types of sexual and aesthetic creation
imagined in modern culture-and still assumed today.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Madison:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Queer Beauty: Sexuality and Aesthetics from
Winckelmann to Freud and Beyond (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts). You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book
Queer Beauty: Sexuality and Aesthetics from Winckelmann to Freud and Beyond (Columbia Themes in
Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts). You can add information and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Leslie Martin:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Queer Beauty: Sexuality and Aesthetics
from Winckelmann to Freud and Beyond (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts)
book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Sean Bass:

The book with title Queer Beauty: Sexuality and Aesthetics from Winckelmann to Freud and Beyond
(Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) posesses a lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new information the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Elisa Dumont:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Queer Beauty: Sexuality and Aesthetics from Winckelmann to Freud and Beyond (Columbia Themes in



Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) can make you feel more interested to read.
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