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To many readers Christopher Isherwood means Berlin. The author of Goodbye to Berlin (1939), the British
Isherwood found fame through the adaptation of that work into the stage play and film I Am a Camera and
then into the stage musical and film Cabaret.

Throughout his career he was a keen observer, always seemingly in the right place at the right time. Whether
in Berlin in the 1930s or in Los Angeles in the 1960s and 1970s, Isherwood (1904--86) reflected on his life
and his world and wrote perceptive commentary on contemporary European and American history and
culture. His ties to California made him more American than British.

"I have spent half my life in the United States," he said. "Los Angeles is a great place for feeling at home
because everybody's from someplace else."

Isherwood can be credited for helping make L.A. an acceptable setting for serious fiction, paving the way for
John Rechy, Joan Didion, Paul Monette, and Bernard Cooper, among others.

The interviews in this volume--two of which have never before been published--stretch over a period of forty
years. They address a wide range of topics, including the importance of diary-keeping to his life and work;
the interplay between fiction and autobiography; his turning from Christianity to Hinduism; his circle of
friends, including W. H. Auden, Aldous Huxley, and E. M. Forster; several important places in his life--
Berlin, England, and California; and his homosexual identity.

These interviews are substantive, smart, and insightful, allowing the author to discuss his approach to writing
of both fiction and nonfiction. "More and more," he explains, "writing is appearing to me as a kind of self-
analysis, a finding-out of something about myself and about the past and about what life is like, as far as I'm
concerned: who I am, who these people are, what it's all about."

This emphasis on self-discovery comes as no surprise from a writer who mined his own diaries and
experiences for inspiration. As an interviewee, Isherwood is introspective, thoughtful, and humorous.

James J. Berg is the program director for the Center for Teaching and Learning, Minnesota State Colleges
and Universities. Chris Freeman is an assistant professor of English at St. John's University. Berg and
Freeman are editors of The Isherwood Century: Essays on the Life and Work of Christopher Isherwood,
which was a finalist for the 2001 Lambda Literary Award for Gay Studies.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Davis:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Conversations with Christopher Isherwood (Literary
Conversations Series). Try to face the book Conversations with Christopher Isherwood (Literary
Conversations Series) as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book.
So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Craig Chivers:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy
read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Conversations with Christopher
Isherwood (Literary Conversations Series) is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Maritza Berry:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a reserve. The book Conversations with Christopher Isherwood (Literary Conversations Series) it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high
quality.

Effie Peoples:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Conversations with Christopher Isherwood (Literary Conversations Series) the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get previous to. The Conversations with Christopher Isherwood (Literary Conversations Series)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for



your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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