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From the tombs of the elite to the graves of commoners, mortuary remains offer rich insights into Classic
Maya society. In Mortuary Landscapes of the Classic Maya: Rituals of Body and Soul, the anthropological
archaeologist and bioarchaeologist Andrew K. Scherer explores the broad range of burial practices among
the Maya of the Classic period (AD 250–900), integrating information gleaned from his own fieldwork with
insights from the fields of iconography, epigraphy, and ethnography to illuminate this society’s rich funerary
traditions.

Scherer’s study of burials along the Usumacinta River at the Mexican-Guatemalan border and in the Central
Petén region of Guatemala—areas that include Piedras Negras, El Kinel, Tecolote, El Zotz, and
Yaxha—reveals commonalities and differences among royal, elite, and commoner mortuary practices. By
analyzing skeletons containing dental and cranial modifications, as well as the adornments of interred bodies,
Scherer probes Classic Maya conceptions of body, wellness, and the afterlife.

Scherer also moves beyond the body to look at the spatial orientation of the burials and their integration into
the architecture of Maya communities. Taking a unique interdisciplinary approach, the author examines how
Classic Maya deathways can expand our understanding of this society’s beliefs and traditions, making
Mortuary Landscapes of the Classic Maya an important step forward in Mesoamerican archeology.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need
more time to be learn. Mortuary Landscapes of the Classic Maya: Rituals of Body and Soul (Linda Schele
Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have
those short spare time problems.

Bobby Kile:

The book untitled Mortuary Landscapes of the Classic Maya: Rituals of Body and Soul (Linda Schele Series
in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea
with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to
read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can
read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Paul Day:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Mortuary Landscapes of the Classic
Maya: Rituals of Body and Soul (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) which is having
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Ok Lord:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Mortuary Landscapes of the Classic Maya:
Rituals of Body and Soul (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) can be the solution, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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