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Mexico City assumed its current character around the turn of the twentieth century, during the dictatorship of
Porfirio Díaz (1876-1911). In those years, wealthy Mexicans moved away from the Zócalo, the city's
traditional center, to western suburbs where they sought to imitate European and American ways of life. At
the same time, poorer Mexicans, many of whom were peasants, crowded into eastern suburbs that lacked
such basic amenities as schools, potable water, and adequate sewerage. These slums looked and felt more
like rural villages than city neighborhoods. A century—and some twenty million more inhabitants—later,
Mexico City retains its divided, robust, and almost labyrinthine character.

In this provocative and beautifully written book, Michael Johns proposes to fathom the character of Mexico
City and, through it, the Mexican national character that shaped and was shaped by the capital city. Drawing
on sources from government documents to newspapers to literary works, he looks at such things as work,
taste, violence, architecture, and political power during the formative Díaz era. From this portrait of daily life
in Mexico City, he shows us the qualities that "make a Mexican a Mexican" and have created a culture in
which, as the Mexican saying goes, "everything changes so that everything remains the same."
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From reader reviews:

Debra Rubino:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The City of Mexico in the Age of Díaz.

Robert Carlson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The City of Mexico in the Age of
Díaz book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Rafael Rainey:

Often the book The City of Mexico in the Age of Díaz will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this
book very suited to you. The book The City of Mexico in the Age of Díaz is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Emily Higginbotham:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
City of Mexico in the Age of Díaz will give you a new experience in reading a book.
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