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Using as his example post-World War I Italy and the government's interest in the size, growth rate, and
"vitality" of its national population, David Horn suggests a genealogy for our present understanding of
procreation as a site for technological intervention and political contestation. Social Bodies looks at how
population and reproductive bodies came to be the objects of new sciences, technologies, and government
policies during this period. It examines the linked scientific constructions of Italian society as a body
threatened by the "disease" of infertility, and of women and men as social bodies--located neither in nature
nor in the private sphere, but in that modern domain of knowledge and intervention carved out by statistics,
sociology, social hygiene, and social work.

Situated at the intersection of anthropology, cultural studies, and feminist studies of science, the book
explores the interrelated factors that produced the practices of reason we call social science and social
planning. David Horn draws on many sources to analyze the discourses and practices of "social experts," the
resistance these encountered, and the often unintended effects of the new objectification of bodies and
populations. He shows how science, while affirming that maternity was part of woman's "nature," also
worked to remove reproduction from the domain of the natural, making it an object of technological
intervention. This reconstitution of bodies through the sciences and technologies of the social, Horn argues,
continues to have material consequences for women and men throughout the West.
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From reader reviews:

James Anderson:

Often the book Social Bodies: Science, Reproduction, and Italian Modernity (Princeton Studies in
Culture/Power/History) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain
the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book
Social Bodies: Science, Reproduction, and Italian Modernity (Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History) is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

James Helm:

The reserve with title Social Bodies: Science, Reproduction, and Italian Modernity (Princeton Studies in
Culture/Power/History) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That
book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone,
so you can read this anywhere you want.

Lynda Alford:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Social Bodies: Science, Reproduction, and Italian Modernity (Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History)
your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for
but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one
type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Social Bodies: Science,
Reproduction, and Italian Modernity (Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History) giving you a different
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life within this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Christina Harper:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be study. Social Bodies: Science, Reproduction, and Italian Modernity
(Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have
those short time problems.
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