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This volume questions the motives of Supreme Court justices in a landmark case: The Supreme Court's
intervention in the presidential election of 2000, and its subsequent decision in favor of George W. Bush,
elicited immediate, heated, and widespread debate. Critics argued that the justices used weak legal arguments
to overturn the Florida Supreme Court's ruling, ending a ballot recount and awarding the presidency to Bush.
More fundamentally, they questioned the motives of conservative judges who arrived at a decision in favor
of the candidate who reflected their political leanings.
     Judging the Supreme Court examines this controversial case and the extensive attention it has received.
To fully understand the case, Clarke Rountree argues, we must understand "judicial motives." These are
comprised of more than each judge's personal opinions. Judges' motives, which Rountree calls "rhetorical
performances," are as influential and publicly discussed as their decisions themselves. Before they are
dissected in the media, judges' motives are carefully crafted by the decision- makers themselves, their critics,
and their defenders. Justices consider not only the motives of the government, of military officials, of
criminals, of public speakers, and of others, they also consider, construct, construe, spin, and deconstruct the
motives of dissenters (whom they want to show are "misguided"), earlier courts, lower courts, and,
especially, themselves. 
     Every judicial opinion is essentially a portrait of motives that says, "Here's what we did and here's why
we did it." Well-constructed judicial motives reinforce the idea that we live under "the rule of law," while
motives articulated less successfully raise questions about the legitimacy not just of individual judicial
decisions but also of our political system and its foundation on an impartial judiciary. In Bush v. Gore,
Rountree concludes, the judges of the majority opinion were not motivated by judicial concerns about law
and justice, but rather by their own political and personal motives.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Sierra:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book Judging the Supreme Court: Constructions of Motives in Bush v.
Gore (Rhetoric & Public Affairs) has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Judging the Supreme Court: Constructions
of Motives in Bush v. Gore (Rhetoric & Public Affairs) is not only giving you a lot more new information
but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Judging the Supreme Court: Constructions of Motives in
Bush v. Gore (Rhetoric & Public Affairs). You never sense lose out for everything when you read some
books.

David Robinson:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be smart in
having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Judging the Supreme Court: Constructions of
Motives in Bush v. Gore (Rhetoric & Public Affairs) book because book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Yolanda Ocasio:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Judging the Supreme Court:
Constructions of Motives in Bush v. Gore (Rhetoric & Public Affairs) book written by well-known writer
who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger
then you still hesitation Judging the Supreme Court: Constructions of Motives in Bush v. Gore (Rhetoric &
Public Affairs) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break
don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Angela Hurd:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Judging the Supreme Court: Constructions of Motives in
Bush v. Gore (Rhetoric & Public Affairs) can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't



realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Judging the Supreme Court: Constructions of Motives in Bush v. Gore (Rhetoric & Public Affairs).
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