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When homelessness reemerged in American cities during the 1980s at levels not seen since the Great
Depression, it initially provoked shock and outrage. Within a few years, however, what had been perceived
as a national crisis came to be seen as a nuisance, with early sympathies for the plight of the homeless giving
way to compassion fatigue and then condemnation. Debates around the problem of homelessness—often set
in terms of sin, sickness, and the failure of the social system—have come to profoundly shape how homeless
people survive and make sense of their plights. In Hobos, Hustlers, and Backsliders, Teresa Gowan vividly
depicts the lives of homeless men in San Francisco and analyzes the influence of the homelessness industry
on the streets, in the shelters, and on public policy.
 
Gowan shows some of the diverse ways that men on the street in San Francisco struggle for survival,
autonomy, and self-respect. Living for weeks at a time among homeless men—working side-by-side with
them as they collected cans, bottles, and scrap metal; helping them set up camp; watching and listening as
they panhandled and hawked newspapers; and accompanying them into soup kitchens, jails, welfare offices,
and shelters—Gowan immersed herself in their routines, their personal stories, and their perspectives on life
on the streets. She observes a wide range of survival techniques, from the illicit to the industrious, from drug
dealing to dumpster diving. She also discovered that prevailing discussions about homelessness and its
causes—homelessness as pathology, homelessness as moral failure, and homelessness as systemic
failure—powerfully affect how homeless people see themselves and their ability to change their situation.
 
Drawing on five years of fieldwork, this powerful ethnography of men living on the streets of the most
liberal city in America, Hobos, Hustlers, and Backsliders, makes clear that the way we talk about issues of
extreme poverty has real consequences for how we address this problem—and for the homeless themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Smith:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Hobos,
Hustlers, and Backsliders: Homeless in San Francisco? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have different opinion?

Christen Arnold:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Hobos, Hustlers, and Backsliders: Homeless in San
Francisco as your daily resource information.

Donald Chen:

Often the book Hobos, Hustlers, and Backsliders: Homeless in San Francisco has a lot associated with on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Pamela Postma:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Hobos, Hustlers, and Backsliders: Homeless in
San Francisco was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Hobos, Hustlers,
and Backsliders: Homeless in San Francisco has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters.
For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not
at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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