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Who was Elizabeth Tuttle?
 

In most histories, she is a footnote, a blip. At best, she is a minor villain in the story of Jonathan Edwards,
perhaps the greatest American theologian of the colonial era. Many historians consider Jonathan Edwards a
theological genius, wildly ahead of his time, a Puritan hero. Elizabeth Tuttle was Edwards’s “crazy
grandmother,” the one whose madness and adultery drove his despairing grandfather to divorce.

 

In this compelling and meticulously researched work of micro-history, Ava Chamberlain unearths a fuller
history of Elizabeth Tuttle. It is a violent and tragic story in which anxious patriarchs struggle to govern their
households, unruly women disobey their husbands, mental illness tears families apart, and loved ones die
sudden deaths. Through the lens of Elizabeth Tuttle, Chamberlain re-examines the common narrative of
Jonathan Edwards’s ancestry, giving his long-ignored paternal grandmother a voice. Tracing this story into
the 19th century, she creates a new way of looking at both ordinary families of colonial New England and
how Jonathan Edwards’s family has been remembered by his descendants,contemporary historians, and,
significantly, eugenicists. For as Chamberlain uncovers, it was during the eugenics movement, which
employed the Edwards family as an ideal, that the crazy grandmother story took shape.

 

The Notorious Elizabeth Tuttle not only brings to light the tragic story of an ordinary woman living in early
New England, it also explores the deeper tension between the ideal of Puritan family life and its messy
reality, complicating the way America has thought about its Puritan past.
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From reader reviews:

Edwin Courville:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, along with soon. The The Notorious Elizabeth Tuttle: Marriage, Murder, and Madness in the
Family of Jonathan Edwards (North American Religions) provide you with new experience in reading
through a book.

Gilbert Kimmel:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books
in the top listing in your reading list is definitely The Notorious Elizabeth Tuttle: Marriage, Murder, and
Madness in the Family of Jonathan Edwards (North American Religions). This book which is qualified as
The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review
this publication you can get many advantages.

Priscilla Garcia:

You can get this The Notorious Elizabeth Tuttle: Marriage, Murder, and Madness in the Family of Jonathan
Edwards (North American Religions) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to
be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways
to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Gerald Wright:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Notorious Elizabeth Tuttle: Marriage, Murder,
and Madness in the Family of Jonathan Edwards (North American Religions) or even others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to
add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Notorious



Elizabeth Tuttle: Marriage, Murder, and Madness in the Family of Jonathan Edwards (North American
Religions) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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