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People used to haggle in crowded outdoor bazaars. Now we buy collectibles on eBay. Tracing the evolution
of shopping from marketplaces to malls, mail order to the Internet, The Urge to Splurge is a chatty,
intriguing look at the history and the psychology of one of humankind’s oldest pursuits. With examples from
literature and other sources, The Urge to Splurge explores the variety of reasons (and excuses) that have
driven the impulse to buy throughout the ages. It uncovers how fashionistas have fought to obtain the most
fashionable hemlines and trendiest hats for more than 2000 years, and discusses the age-old phenomenon of
compulsive shoppers who shop beyond their means. The Urge to Splurge also looks at the long history of our
conflicted attitudes about shopping. Shopping, it seems, has never mixed well with our higher ideals. It has
mixed with just about everything else, though. For instance: tourism. These days, every museum has a gift
store and every cruise ship offers shopping seminars. But people have been carting home souvenirs from
foreign lands since long before Hannibal crossed the Alps. As one bumper sticker puts it: "Veni, vidi, VISA:
I came, I saw, I shopped." The drive to spend has been with us ever since we’ve lived in villages and minted
coins. The goods may be different now, but has the urge to splurge changed?
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Butler:

Here thing why this particular The Urge to Splurge: A Social History of Shopping are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Urge to Splurge: A Social History of Shopping giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that
similar with The Urge to Splurge: A Social History of Shopping. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Urge to Splurge: A Social
History of Shopping in e-book can be your option.

Matthew McDaniel:

This The Urge to Splurge: A Social History of Shopping are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The main reason of this The Urge to Splurge: A Social History of Shopping can be
one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
an individual with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside
that this The Urge to Splurge: A Social History of Shopping giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Elizabeth Talbot:

The Urge to Splurge: A Social History of Shopping can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Urge to Splurge: A
Social History of Shopping although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Buddy Stewart:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Urge to Splurge: A Social
History of Shopping is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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