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This book explores the ways that scholars, journalists, politicians, and citizens conceive of “the public” or
“public life,” and how those entities are defined and invented. For decades, scholars have used the metaphors
of spheres, systems, webs, or networks to talk about, describe, and map various practices. This volume
proposes a new metaphor—modalities—to suggest that publics are forever in flux, and much more fluid and
dynamic than the static models of systems or spheres would indicate—especially in the digital age, where
various publics rapidly evolve and dissipate.

 

Contributors to the volume—employing approaches from the fields of communication studies, English,
sociology, psychology, and history—explore a broad range of texts and artifacts that give rise to publics, and
discuss what they reveal about conceptualizations of social space. By focusing on process in public
engagement, these scholars highlight questions of how people advance their interests and identities, and how
they adapt to situational constraints.

 

Bringing together scholars in rhetorical, cultural, and media studies, this collection of new case studies
illustrates a modalities approach to the study of publics. These case studies explore the implications of
different ways of forming publics, including alternative means of expression (protests, culture jamming); the
intersection of politics and consumerism (how people express their identities and interests through their
consumer behavior); and online engagement (blogs as increasingly important public fora). In doing so, they
raise important questions of access, community, and political efficacy.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard McLaren:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Public Modalities
(Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Robert Prather:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every day to reading a e-
book. The book Public Modalities (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) it is quite good to read. There are a lot
of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Luke Palmieri:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Public Modalities
(Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit).

Shirley Vega:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Public Modalities (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) when you needed it?
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