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The NIV Application Commentary Ecclesiastes/Song of Songs. Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs have always
presented particular challenges to their readers, especially if those readers are seeking to understand them as
part of Christian Scripture. Ecclesiastes regularly challenges the reader as to grammar and syntax. The
interpretation even of words which occur frequently in the book is often unclear and a matter of dispute,
partly because there is frequent word-play in the course of the argument. The argument is itself complex and
sometimes puzzling and has often provoked the charge of inconsistency or outright self-contradiction. When
considered in the larger context of the OT, Ecclesiastes stands out as an unusual book, whose connection
with the main stream of biblical tradition seems tenuous. We find ourselves apparently reading about the
meaninglessness of life and the certainty of death in a universe in which God is certainly present but is
distant and somewhat uninvolved. When considered in the context of the NT, the dissonance between
Ecclesiastes and its scriptural context seems even greater; for if there is one thing that we do not find in this
book, it is the joy of resurrection. Perhaps this is one reason why Ecclesiastes is seldom read or preached on
in modern churches. The Song of Songs (also known as the Song of Solomon) has been read, historically, by
Christians, in two primary ways—as a text which concerns the love and sexual intimacy of human beings
and as a text which uses the language of human love and intimacy to speak of something else—the
relationship between Christ and the church. Christians have often felt that they must choose between these
options—that a text about human love and sexual intimacy could not be at the same time a spiritual text. It is
one of the challenges of reading the Song to explore how far this is necessarily true and how far Christian
readers have been influenced in their reading more by Platonism and Gnosticism than by biblical thinking
about the nature of the human being and of human sexuality. Another challenge is to discover whether the
Song is really one “song” at all, or simply a haphazard collection of shorter poems cast together because of
their common theme of love; and still another is to gain clarity on what, precisely, is the connection between
the Song and Solomon. This commentary sets out to wrestle honestly with all the challenges of reading these
biblical books—the challenges of reading the texts in themselves, and the challenges of reading them as
intrinsic parts of Christian Scripture. Using the standard structure of the NIVAC series, it explores their
“original meaning,” the “bridging contexts” that enable their journey to the present, and their “contemporary
significance.” In the course of the exploration, these books are seen to be deeply relevant in what they have
to say both to the contemporary church and the contemporary culture.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Lake:

This book untitled Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs (The NIV Application Commentary) to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot
of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it through
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Michael Auten:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a guide. The book Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs (The NIV Application Commentary) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has
high quality.

Lyman Johnson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs (The NIV
Application Commentary) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs (The NIV Application Commentary) has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.

Laura McCallum:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs (The NIV Application Commentary) can
make you feel more interested to read.
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