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In Anime’s Media Mix, Marc Steinberg convincingly shows that anime is far more than a style of Japanese
animation. Beyond its immediate form of cartooning, anime is also a unique mode of cultural production and
consumption that led to the phenomenon that is today called “media mix” in Japan and “convergence” in the
West.

According to Steinberg, both anime and the media mix were ignited on January 1, 1963, when Astro Boy hit
Japanese TV screens for the first time. Sponsored by a chocolate manufacturer with savvy marketing skills,
Astro Boy quickly became a cultural icon in Japan. He was the poster boy (or, in his case, “sticker boy”)
both for Meiji Seika’s chocolates and for what could happen when a goggle-eyed cartoon child fell into the
eager clutches of creative marketers. It was only a short step, Steinberg makes clear, from Astro Boy to
Pokémon and beyond.

Steinberg traces the cultural genealogy that spawned Astro Boy to the transformations of Japanese media
culture that followed—and forward to the even more profound developments in global capitalism supported
by the circulation of characters like Doraemon, Hello Kitty, and Suzumiya Haruhi. He details how
convergence was sparked by anime, with its astoundingly broad merchandising of images and its franchising
across media and commodities. He also explains, for the first time, how the rise of anime cannot be
understood properly—historically, economically, and culturally—without grasping the integral role that the
media mix played from the start. Engaging with film, animation, and media studies, as well as analyses of
consumer culture and theories of capitalism, Steinberg offers the first sustained study of the Japanese mode
of convergence that informs global media practices to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Taylor:

The book Anime's Media Mix: Franchising Toys and Characters in Japan can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a
book Anime's Media Mix: Franchising Toys and Characters in Japan? A number of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book Anime's Media Mix: Franchising Toys and Characters in Japan
has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Margaret Burman:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write
about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
Anime's Media Mix: Franchising Toys and Characters in Japan.

Lois Wiggins:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Anime's Media Mix: Franchising Toys and
Characters in Japan why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

John Smith:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Anime's Media Mix: Franchising Toys and Characters in Japan provide you



with a new experience in reading through a book.
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