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This book uses gender as a framework to offer unique insights into the socio-cultural foundations of
Buddhism. Moving away from dominant discourses that discuss women as a single monolithic, homogenous
category—thus rendering them invisible within the broader religious discourse—this monograph examines
their sustained role in the larger context of South Asian Buddhism and reaffirms their agency. It highlights
the multiple roles played by women as patrons, practitioners, lay and monastic members, etc. within
Buddhism. The volume also investigates the individual experiences of the members, and their equations and
relationships at different levels—with the Samgha at large, with their own respective Bhik?u or Bhik?un?
Sangha, with the laity, and with members of the same gender (both lay and monastic). It rereads,
reconfigures and reassesses historical data in order to arrive at a new understanding of Buddhism and the
social matrix within which it developed and flourished.

Bringing together archaeological, epigraphic, art historical, literary as well as ethnographic data, this volume
will be of interest to researchers and scholars of Buddhism, gender studies, ancient Indian history, religion,
and South Asian studies.
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From reader reviews:

Henrietta Roderick:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Women and Monastic Buddhism
in Early South Asia: Rediscovering the invisible believers (Archaeology and Religion in South Asia) will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may
be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Dustin Alvarez:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Women and Monastic Buddhism in Early
South Asia: Rediscovering the invisible believers (Archaeology and Religion in South Asia) book because
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jessica Jackson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Women and Monastic Buddhism in Early South Asia: Rediscovering the invisible
believers (Archaeology and Religion in South Asia) as the daily resource information.

Brian Hill:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Women and Monastic Buddhism
in Early South Asia: Rediscovering the invisible believers (Archaeology and Religion in South Asia) which
is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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