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In February 1989 Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini of Iran announced that Salman Rushdie, author of The
Satanic Verses, and "all involved in its publication who were aware of its content, are sentenced to death."
Anyone who died in the cause of killing Rushdie, he said, would be "regarded as a martyr and go directly to
heaven." 

The death sentence—or fatwa—quickly drew blood. Bookshops in London, Oslo, and Sydney were
firebombed. Five people were killed and a hundred wounded when demonstrators attacked the U. S. embassy
in Islamabad. In Bombay, twelve rioters were shot dead. The Italian translator of The Satanic Verses was
stabbed viciously and the Japanese translator was stabbed to death. In Berkeley, bombs were thrown in
Cody’s Bookstore and Waldenbooks. Fifth Avenue in New York was sealed off after a bookshop received a
bomb threat.

In The Rushdie Letters twenty-six internationally renowned authors respond to the most extreme example of
censorship in modern times. Also included is Rushdie’s reply to their letters, his essay on exile, "One
Thousand Days in a Balloon," and a chronology of the fatwa.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Craig:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Rushdie Letters: Freedom to Speak, Freedom to Write
(Stages). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a new book The Rushdie Letters: Freedom to Speak, Freedom to Write (Stages). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Bryce Adams:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Rushdie Letters: Freedom to
Speak, Freedom to Write (Stages) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored.
It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book
with you?

Linda White:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for your requirements is The Rushdie Letters: Freedom to Speak, Freedom to Write
(Stages) this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of
you.

Olivia Dickert:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Rushdie Letters: Freedom to Speak,
Freedom to Write (Stages) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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