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'To all intents and purposes I am as sexless as a block of wood. To eat is the extreme fundamental of living.' -
South African POW, 1942

Books on World War II abound, yet there are remarkably few publications on South Africa's role in this war,
which had such an influence on how we live today. There is even less written about those who participated
on the margins of the war, especially those who were physically removed from the battlefields through
capture by enemy forces. South Africa's prisoners of war during World War II, their experiences and
recollections, are largely forgotten. That is until now. Historian Karen Horn painstakingly tracked down a
number of former POWs. Together with written memoirs and archival documents, their interviews reveal
rich narratives of hardship, endurance, humour, longing and self-discovery. Instead of fighting, these men
adapted to another war, one which was fought on the inside of many prison camps. It was a war against
hunger and deprivation, at times against ever-encroaching despondency and low morale amongst their
companions in captivity.

In their interviews, all the POWs expressed surprise at being asked to share their experiences of almost 70
years earlier. The author found it astonishing that almost all of them claimed not to be heroes of any kind.
Perhaps this is not surprising when one considers that they returned home in 1945 to a country which soon
afterwards tried its utmost to promote national amnesia with regard to its participation in the war. With great
insight and empathy, Karen Horn shines a light on a neglected corner of South African history.
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From reader reviews:

Myrtle Anderson:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book In Enemy Hands: South Africa's POWs in World War II. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book In
Enemy Hands: South Africa's POWs in World War II. You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Paul Ring:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This In Enemy Hands: South Africa's POWs in World War II book is readable simply by you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of In
Enemy Hands: South Africa's POWs in World War II content conveys the thought easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So
, do you nonetheless thinking In Enemy Hands: South Africa's POWs in World War II is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Mike Hart:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually In Enemy Hands: South Africa's POWs in World War II.

Naomi Dillon:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. In Enemy Hands: South Africa's POWs in World War II can be your answer given it can be read by
anyone who have those short free time problems.
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