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MIT was founded in 1861 as a polytechnic institute in Boston's Back Bay, overshadowed by its neighbor
across the Charles River, Harvard University. Harvard offered a classical education to young men

of Americas ruling class; the early MIT trained men (and afew women) from all parts of society as engineers
for the nation's burgeoning industries. Over theyears, MIT expanded its mission and ventured into other
fields -- pure science, socia science, the humanities -- and established itself in Cambridge as Harvard's
enduring rival. In A Widening Sphere, Philip Alexander traces MIT's evolution from polytechnic to major
research institution through the lives of its first nine presidents, exploring how the ideas, outlook, approach,
and personality of each shaped the school's intellectual and social cultures. Alexander describes, among
otherthings, the political skill and entrepreneurial spirit of founder and first president, William Rogers;
institutional growing pains under John Runkle; Francis Walker's campaign to broaden the curriculum,
especially in the social sciences, and to recruit first-rate faculty; James Crafts, whose heart lay in research,
not administration; Henry Pritchett's thwarted effort to merge with Harvard (after which he decamped to the
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching); Richard Maclaurin's successful strategy to move
the ingtitute to Cambridge, after considering other sites (including a golfclub in Brighton); the brilliant,
progressive Ernest Nichols, who succumbed to chronic iliness and barely held office; Samuel Stratton's push
towards a global perspective; and Karl Compton's vision for anew kind of Institute -- a university polarized
around science and technology. Through these interlocking yet independent portraits, Alexander reveals the
inner workings of acomplex and dynamic community of innovators.
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From reader reviews:
Hor ace Godbolt:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the erathat is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you isyou

don't know what type you should start with. This A Widening Sphere: Evolving Culturesat MIT (MIT Press)
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in thisera.

Elizabeth Edge:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This A Widening Sphere: Evolving Culturesat MIT (MIT Press) book is readable
simply by you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking
at experience without leaving aso decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding A
Widening Sphere: Evolving Culturesat MIT (MIT Press) content conveys the idea easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So,
do you till thinking A Widening Sphere: Evolving Culturesat MIT (MIT Press) is not loveable to be your
top listing reading book?

Violet Shook:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But a so they
write about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them isthis A
Widening Sphere: Evolving Culturesat MIT (MIT Press).

Maria Forshee:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
areride on and with addition info. Even you love A Widening Sphere: Evolving Culturesat MIT (MIT
Press), it is possible to enjoy both. It isfine combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hang-
out typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.
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